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The Man Christ Jesus 
By Elizabeth Edmonds 


Isaiah 32:2 


MAN shall be a hiding place ' 
From winds and waves that roll, 
A covert from the tempest 
That would wreck my storm-tossed 
soul, 


A river in a desert place— 
A dry and barren land— 
Refreshing water strengthens me 
When impotent I stand. 


The shadow of a mighty rock 
That shelters from the heat 

When on my upward pilgrim way 
Fierce fiery sun rays heat. 


A hiding place, a covert, 
A river flowing free, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
My Saviour is to me! 
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Good Table Conversation 


Families have good opportunities for 
conversation at mealtimes. Father and 
mother should therefore give some 
thought to keeping the talk in the right 
channels. This is especially true in a 
Christian home. These times together 
can be made occasions for edification, 
education, and cheerful interchange of 
thought on personal matters and also 


events of world-wide interest. Whole- 
some conundrums and harmless jokes 
are quite in order, though anything with 
a taint of uncleanness or irreverence 


.Should be taboo. Jokes about Bible char- 


acters or passages are dangerous, for 
they linger in the memory for a life- 
time and intrude themselves when they 
are not wanted, as in prayer, Bible study, 
or in a worship service. The conversa- 
tion around a family table does not need 
to be stiff, restrained, or without collo- 
quialisms; but if it takes on a sullen, 
morose, and critical strain, it is time to 
change the subject. Someone may be 
out of sorts and disgruntled, and then it 
is best to ignore him or her for a time. 
Often questions come up that are 
directly related to the Bible, or on which 
the Bible does throw light; therefore it 
is well to have a Bibie and concordance 
nearby so that someone can see exactly 
what the Bible says on a given point. 
It is not well, of course, to take up ex- 
tended Bible study at the table, but the 
family ought to know whether a text 
has been rightly quoted or whether the 
Bible has anything to say on a problem. 
Other good reference books to have not 
too far away are an atlas, to settle geo- 
graphical questions, and a dictionary to 
decide questions of spelling, pronuncia- 
tion, and meaning. Children can be 
taught the correct meaning and pro- 
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nunciation of words when they are 
young much more easily than when they 
are older, and then they will continue 
to use them correctly. The ability to 
express oneself clearly is a great asset 
in any walk of life. Another fruitful 
source of interesting and profitable con- 
versation is nature study, and it is well 
to have handbooks on birds, trees, 
flowers, animals, and fish so that correct 
names, habitat, range, and other points 
may quickly be found. Talk about all 
sorts of outdoor sports and athletics is 
quite natural and wholesome. Children 
can just as well learn the true facts 
instead of going on with mistaken ideas. 
In this way mealtimes can be made 
pleasant and interesting, and trouble- 
some topics can be avoided. If a few 
simple principles such as these are fol- 
lowed, the family’s knowledge of the 
Bible, the English language, geography, 
nature study, and other things will 
steadily increase. They help mother and 
father, brothers and sisters, and guests 
at the table to obey such Scriptural in- 
junctions as these: “Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to the use 
of edifying, that it may minister grace 
unto the hearers” (Eph. 4:29); “Let your 
speech be alway with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that ye may know how ye 
ought to answer every man” (Col. 4:6). 
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Wit's End Corner 


By the Rev. J. B. Rowell, Th.D. 


‘44 A T THEIR wit’s end. Then they 


cry unto the Lord in their 

trouble, and he bringeth them 

out of their distresses” (Psa, 107:27, 28). 
“Wit’s End Corner” is where we face 
calamity and trial, alone; or when we 
are where human aid cannot sustain us. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The weapons of our warfare 
are ... mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong holds” 
(2 Cor. 10:4). 























When we have come to the end of all 
human resources, and human reasoning 
fails utterly to comprehend the mean- 
ing of things or associate them with a 
God of love; when sorrow drives to the 
brink of despair, shuts in all morbid 
thinking and shuts out all human com- 
fort, and inclines to the thought that 
relief is impossible; when an empty 
chair and crushed hopes seem to em- 
phasize our loss and hopelessness at 
every twist and turn; when circum- 
stances are beyond our control; when the 
heavens are as brass, and God seems 
deaf to our appeal—this is “Wit’s End 
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Corner.” And it was for such a time 
as this that the poet wrote: 
Say not, my soul, “From whence 
Can God relieve my care?” ~ 
Remember that Omnipotence 
Has servants everywhere. 
His wisdom is sublime, 
His heart profoundly kind: 
God never is before His time, 
And never is behind, 


Seeking God only at “Wit’s End Cor- 
ner” is surely descriptive of a distress- 
ing spiritual condition, and yet such 
seems to be the case here. “At their 
wit’s end. Then they cry unto the Lord.” 
This is making God’s power and love 
meet man’s convenience. The danger 
lies in thinking we need God more in 
distress than we do in the calm, whereas 
we need Him all the time. In reality, 
there is more danger, spiritually, when 
our sea of life is calm than when the 
waves beat high, for we are sure to seek 
Him when all else has failed, if we be- 
lieve at all. If we desire to have God 
in distress we must seek Him in the 
calm. 


PRAYER AT EASE AND PRAYER IN DISTRESS 


Once, when all seemed well, prayer 
was superficial and lazily perférmed; now 
it is wrung from the heart and becomes 
a deep longing of soul. Soul-trouble 
drives from formality to the Lord, and 
it is in His presence where perplexity 
and distress cease to be. Only One can 
deliver from “Wit’s End Corner,” and 
to Him the soul addresses itself, and so 
when earthly cisterns have been tried, 
and failed; when human props have 
given way beneath the weight, we turn 
to the never-failing Christ. 


DANGER IN PROSPERITY . . « 
Biessinc From ADVERSITY 


We are apt to be careless when all is 
well; so absorbed in the home, in the 
business, when our way is prosperous. 
Many have failed and suffered because 
nothing else would bring them to God; 
beause’ nothing else would take their 
eyes from earthly treasures and fix them 
in restful gaze on the Lord Jesus; and 
because nothing else would open our 
eyes to see the world’s need and send 
us forth to serve, 
Adversity brings us to “the God of all 
comfort,” and the trouble that does this 
is a blessing in disguise. “Blessed, 
blessed cross that liftest up my head.” 
The aeolian harp gives sweetest music 
when hung where the winds blow 
strongest, and from many a suffering 
soul the sweetest strains have flowed 
forth to the blessing of humanity. Many, 
passing by “Wit’s End Corner,” have 
come forth like reborn ‘souls, proving 
the truth of the words: 
In trouble, and in grief, O God; 
Thy smile has cheered my way; 

And joy has budded from each thorn 
Which round my pathway lay, 

The hours of pain have yielded good 
Which prosperous days refused; 

Like herbs, though scentless when entire, 
Spread fragrance when they're bruised, 
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Man’s Extremity Is Gop’s OPPORTUNITY 


“Then they cried unto.the Lord.” So 
long as human aid could do we have not 
scught God. So long as we could get 
along without God we have been some- 
what independent. So long as formal 
prayer soothed conscience, we have not 
“cried unto the Lord.” But at “Wit’s 
End Corner” man stands between human 
impotence and God’s love and power; 
our need presses us and God’s love draws 
us, and.so man’s extremity is God’s 
means of bringing us closer to Himself’ 
and cutting earthly ties which separate 
us from Him. Better far it is when love 
draws without the need of being driven; 
yet, of all those who came to Jesus, just 
think of the many who were driven to 
Him by extremity. 

ANSWERED PRAYER 

Consider God’s loving-kindness in 
hearing the prayer that was wrung from 
us through extremity; not voluntary love 
in seeking Him, but dire need: “He 
bringeth them out of their distresses.” 
And even now the Lord Jesus stands at 
“Wit’s End Corner” to help all who pass 
that way. In tender mercy He overrules 
the wrongdoing of the penitent for the 
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sufferer’s good and His own glory; in 
deep, unfathomable love He controls our 
uncontrollable circumstances, makes the 
crooked ways straight and the rough 
places plain, and leads, even by the path 
of trial and affliction, until we rest in 
the léving embrace of the Lord Jesus 
Himself. 
He giveth more grace when the burdens 
grow greater, 
He sendeth more strength when the 
labors increase; 
To added affliction He addeth His mercy, 
To multiplied trials His multiplied 
peace. 


His love has no limit, His grace has no 
measure, 
His power no boundary known unto 
men; 
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus 
He giveth and giveth and giveth again. 
—Annie Johnson Flint. 


“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11:28). “Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 
6:37). 





Additional copies of this editorial may be 
obtained from Pastor J. B. Rowell, Central 
Baptist Church, Victoria, B. C.; thirty for 25 
cents, post free. 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Mr. Gordon's Hymnbook 


In your recent article on the death 
of Mr. Ernest Gordon it was mentioned 
that he compiled the “Immanuel 
Hymnal” which is now out of print. 

We have approximately three dozen 
new copies on hand. We have sold 
them for $1 each to those wanting the 
selection in the book.—Biola Book 
Room, 560 S. Hope St., Los Angeles 17. 
The “Immanuel Hymnal” contains 580 

hymns and 60 selections for responsive 
readings. It has also an Alphabetical In- 
dex of Tunes, Metrical Index of Tunes, 
Index of Subjects, and an Index of First 
Lines, all of which add to the usefulness 
of this fine hymnal. There are tunes 
from England, Norway, Germany, Rus- 
sia, Switzerland, France, Italy, and 
America. These are combined with the 
grand old hymns of the Church, There 
are several for which the words were 
written by A. J. Gordon, father of Er- 
nest Gordon. Many of the melodies are 
refreshing and unusual and lend new 
zest to old, familiar words. 

A family who could acquire one of 
these hymnbooks and use it in their 
daily worship would be well instructed 
in the hymnology of the Christian 
Church, 

ve 


When Books Were Requested 


One year ago today I wrote to you 
concerning religious material desired 
by missionary friends, Polly and 
Glenn Morris, over in Thailand. In 
accord with your good letter of Janu- 
ary 20, you printed my letter in your 


“Notes on Open Letters” in your issue 
of February 12, 1955. Perhaps you 
would be interested in the results. 

There were 145 responses received 
at my address, the latest one being 
December 21, 1955! These came in the 
form of packages, letters plus pack- 
ages, and letters only (offering to send 
material). The avalanche of parcels 

must have caused some wonderment 
on the part of the postman on the 
rural route, so we told him what was 
going on. Before long I had a pile 
“a mile high” in my basement. The 
letters were indeed a pleasure to read. 
They came from folks as old as 95 and 
from young folks. They came from all 
over the country, including Canada. 
All expressed their desire to help. 
Knowing that the expense of shipping 
this matter abrodd would be heavy, 
eight people also enclosed small sums 
of money, for a total of $18.50. This 
angle truly amazed me. 

At the same time, the Morrises be- 
gan to receive packages direct. Some 
of these senders did not write to me; 
others did. Some were sending direct 
at my request, to aid in the big job 
of shipping that had to be done. The 
result of this wonderful response was 
my letter of June 11 to you, which was 
replied to by Mr. Lane in your ab- 
sence. Thus, in your July 9 issue you 
printed my letter. The flow dwindled 
off and practically ceased, although the 
last package of December 21 indicates 
that some folks read their copies, or 
portions of them, at a date somewhat 
_later than when they are received. 

The mails became active again, As 
a result of your July 9 issue, we re- 
ceived requests to send material to 


(Continued on page 479) 
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Il. Notes on the Gospel of Luke 


Satan's recurring temptation of Christ 





and said unto him, Get thee behind 

me, Satan. These words, as all 
know, were repeated verbatim to Peter 
at Caesarea Philippi, when he sought to 
dissuade the Lord from dying: “Get thee 
behind me, Satan . . . for thou savourest 
not the things that be of God, but those 
that be of men” (Matt. 16:23). But it 
should also be noticed that, when Peter 
rebuked him, the Lord instantly recog- 
nized the old Satanic temptation, “all 
this power .. . and the glory of them” 
(Luke 4:6); “all the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time” (Vv. 5), and 
replied in an unquestionable allusion to 
the earlier temptation, “for what is a 
man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul?” (Matt. 
16:26.) 

It is noteworthy that after Peter had 
attempted to dissuade Him from His 
death, our Lord used the cross and glory 
motives in Luke 9:23 and 26 respectively, 
“Let him ... take up his cross daily, 
and follow me,” and “Shall come in his 
own glory, and in his Father's” (see also 
Matt. 16:24 and 27), which became the 
leading theme of Peter’s epistles. 


Luke 4:13—And when the devil had 
ended all the temptation, he departed 
from him for a season. At the Last Sup- 
per, Satan appeared again, first suggest- 
ing to Judas the betrayal, then entering 
into Judas. The leading motives of the 
temptation story also reappear: 

Christ’s Words at the 
Last Supper 


Le« 4:3—And Jesus answered 


Satan’s Words at 

“the Temptation 

All these’ things Knowing that the 
will I give thee, if Father had given all 
thou wilt fall down things into his hands, 
and worship me 


(Matt. . 4:9).- 
If thou be the Son And that he was 
of God? come from God, and 


went to God (John 
13:3). 

Christ was apparently conscious of 
Satan’s presence and of the imminence 
of a great final temptation, a repetition 
of the earlier one, intensified. Later in 
the evening, He said to Peter, “Satan 
hath desired to have you” (Luke 22:3), 
and in.His talk after the supper, “For 
the prince of this world cometh, and 
hath nothing in me” (John 14:30), 
that is, nothing now, as he had noth- 
ing in the first temptation. The 
Father had given Him commandment 
to lay down His life. “Arise, let us go 
hence” (John 14:31) to the altar. “This 
is your hour, and the power of dark- 
ness” (Luke 22:53). 


The somber culmination of temptation, 
however, came at the Crucifixion. Here 


This is the second of five articles by 

Mr. Gordon, giving exegetical com- 

ments on Luke’s Gospel. The series 

will be published in successive issues 
of the Times. 








emerges a second parallel, that between 
Luke 4 and Luke 23: 
Luke 4 


1. If thou be the 
Son of God (v, 3). 


Luke 23 

If he be Christ, the 
chosen of God (v. 
35), 

2. The temptation If thou be the king 
of kingship (vs. 5, 6). of the Jews (v. 37). 

3. If thou be the If thou be Christ, 
Son of God, cast save thyself (v. 39), 
thyself down (v, 9). 


The temptation was to self. “Save 
thyself” occurs three times (Luke 23: 
35, 37, 39). By so doing He would have 
abandoned His mission to save the world. 
The three wilderness temptations were 
appeals respectively to the supply of His 
personal needs, to personal ambitions, -to 
personal advertisement. 

The severest temptation was the last, 
“Save thyself and us” (Luke 23:39). He 
answered this by giving eternal salva- 
tion to the thief. It was not the an- 
swer asked for, but how much greater 
a one! 

Luke 4:20.—And the eyes of all them 
steadfastly beheld him and wondered at 
the words of grace (paraphrased). Moses 
put a vail over his face that the Children 
of Israel could not steadfastly behold 
Him, for the glory of His countenance. 
“They were afraid to come nigh him” 
(Exod. 34:30). Men could not face the 
Law but were drawn by grace. Thus, 
when the Lord came down from the 
Mount of Transfiguration (Mark 9:15), 
“straightway all the people, when they 
beheld him, were greatly amazed, and 
running to him saluted him.” The Trans- 
figuration glory was upon Him. It at- 
tracted, not repelled. . 

Luke 4:29.—That they might cast him 
down headlong. They were filled with 
wrath at the allusion He had made to 
Naaman and the woman of Samaria, 
both Gentiles. So, from the beginning 
of Christ’s ministry to the close of Paul’s 
ministry (Acts 22:22) at Jerusalem, the 
Jews protested against preaching the 
Gospel to Gentiles, and even against any 
friendly allusion to them. 

Luke 5:11.+-They forsook all, and fol- 
lowed him. Forsook all, even the great 
draught of fishes. 

Luke 5:12.—Full of leprosy. In Luke 
4:28, men were “filled with wrath,” and 
in 6:11, were “filled with madness.” Such 
was the state of mankind. The new man 
was to be filled with the Spirit, 





By the late ERNEST GORDON 


Luke 5:35.—But the days will come, 
when the bridegroom shall be taken 
away from them, and then shall they 
fast in those days. This was an early 
prediction of what was more fully de- 
scribed in Luke 19:41-44, “For the days 
shal] come upon thee” (v. 43), days of 
vengeance. Fast indeed they did, in 
those days, inside starving, beleagured 
Jerusalem. 

The phrase, “days shall come,” runs 
back to Isaiah 7:17, where it is used of 
the coming of the Assyrian scourge, “The 
Lord shall bring upon thee, and upon 
thy people, and upon thy father’s house, 
days that have not come, from the day 
that Ephraim departed from Judah: even 
the king of Assyria.” The Romans were 
the new “Assyriuns.” 

Luke 7:50.—Jesus said to the forgiven 
woman, “Go in [into] peace,” that is, 
intc the kingdom of peace. Paul wrote, 
“Death is swallowed up in [into] vic- 
tory” (1 Cor, 5:54), as if one burst sud- 
denly into the kingdom of victory. 

Luke 8:3——-And many others, which 
ministered unto him of their substance— 
many other women—the Greek word for 
“others” is feminine. No men are men- 
tioned. These women had their later 
Successors. Paul wrote of “Phebe our 
sister, which is a servant [or minister, 
or deaconess] of the church’ which is at 
Cenchrea.” Other Christian deaconesses 
or ministers are mentioned in Pliny’s 
“Letters to Trajan”: “I judged it the 
more necessary to examine, and that by 
torture, two maidservants who were 
called ministers. But I discovered noth- 
ing save a bad and excessive supersti- 
tion.” 

Luke 9:53.—They [the Samaritans] did 
not receive him, In Luke 10, He made 
their name memorable forever in the 
Parable of the Good Samaritan. The 
goodness of His forgiveness! The Le ‘te 
passed by on the other side (10:32). The 
next time a Levite is named is in Acts 
4:36, Barnabas, who having land, sold 
it for the relief of Christ’s poor. But 
that was after Pentecost, 

Luke 10:24.—For I tell you, that many 
prophets and kings have desired to see 
those things which ye see, and have not 
seen them. “Prophets,” yes, but why 
“kings”? The kings were those of Judah 
in the Davidic line, who thought to see 
in themselves, or in their sons, the ful- 
fillment of the promise made to David 
through Nathan of the establishment of 
an eternal kingdom (2 Sam. 7:13, 16). 

Luke 11:23.—He that gathereth not 
with me, scattereth. That is, gathereth 
no souls into His kingdom. Such dis- 
perse and waste their lives, 
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Luke 12.—In seven verses in this chap- 
ter there is a triune blessing on those 
who wait for Christ’s coming: 

Verse 37.—Blessed are those servants, 
whom the Lord when he cometh shall 
find watching; 

Verse 38.—And if he shall come in the 
second watch, or come in the . third 
watch, and find them so, blessed are 
those servants; 

Verse 43.—Blessed is that servant, 
whom his lord when he cometh shall 
find so doing. 

Has any other teaching so reiterated 
a benediction? 

Luke 13:2, 3—And Jesus answering 
said unto them, Suppose ye that these 
Galilaeans were sinners above all the 
Galilaeans, because they suffered such 
things? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 
Christ had upbraided the leaders of the 
Jews for their dullness in interpreting 
the signs of the times in current history, 
though quick enough to read weather 
indications. They answered Him by 
allusion to Galileans, who had been 
overinterested in signs of the times. 
Galilee was fermenting with Messianic 
expectations and consequent t hb 
uprisings against Roman author 
see,” they said, “the fate that be: 
countrymen of Galilee. Was it not a 
righteous one?” 

Christ answered by citing a similar 
case from Judea. Pilate had used Tem- 
ple gifts for the construction of an aque- 
duct into Jerusalem. This confiscation 
had awakened terrible bitterness. When, 
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then, the tower of Siloam, probably a 
part of the new water system, fell on 
Jewish workmen, who had hired them- 
selves out on this construction, pious 
and patriotic Jews could only see in 
it a judgment of God. 

The implication of Christ’s teaching 
seems to have been this. The actions 
of both Galileans and Judeans may or 
may not have been reprehensible, a mat- 
ter of erroneous judgment, false inter- 
pretation of prophecy, or even moral 
delinquency. He did not state. The 
great sin, however, the one of which the 
whole nation was guilty and which made 
all else insignificant, was their failure 
to discern the signs of the times as re- 
lated to Him. In other words, their sin 
was the rejection of the Messiah. Of 
this, if they failed to repent, they were 
all likewise to perish. As indeed they 
did. Their sin was “that they believe 
not on me” (John 16:9). 

The parable of the fruitless fig tree 
that follows presents the same warning 
of what was impending on Israel, “After 
that thou shalt cut it down” (Luke 13:9). 
This relates the parable to"1 Kings 9: 
6, 7: “If ye shall at all turn from fol- 
lowing me, ye or your children, .. . then 
vill I cut off Israel out of the land which 
I have given them: and this house, 
which I have hallowed for my name, 
will I cast out of my sight; and Israel 
shall be a proverb and a byword among 
all people.” Christ was repeating to 
Israel what He had said as Jehovah to 
Solomon. 


(To be continued) 


lll. The Development of the Sunday School 


Great achievements, and a greater future 


RGANIZATION, education, evange- 

lization have been three important 
factors that entered into the develop- 
ment of the Sunday school. Organiza- 
tion has played a most satisfactory part 
in the general scheme. Almost 150 
years ago the London Sunday School 
Union was formed in an attempt to help 
Bible teachers better prepare themselves 
for the work they had undertaken, Some 
fifteen years later, a similar movement 
was started in the United States. Al- 
ways there was felt the great need for 
assisting teachers of the very young, or 
Primary age, in their task, and, in 1870, 
the first such gathering was held in 
Newark, N. J. This was known as the 
Infant Teachers’ Class, and was taught 
by Mrs. Samuel W. Clark. A year later, 
in New ‘York City, a similar group was 
formed by Mrs. Wilbur F. Crafts. A 
decade later, a number of such groups 
were operating under the name Pri- 
mary Union. In 1884, a National Pri- 
mary Union was formed, and this con- 
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tinued to function until 1902, when it 
was incorporated with the International 
Sunday School Association. In 1887, the 
name had been changed to include 
Canada, so was the International Pri- 
mary Union. The International Lessons 
were not always easy to teach little chil- 
dren. Some of the Infant Class teachers 
wanted lessons and songs that might 
hold the child for living in God’s world 
today, rather than preparing for “a 
happy land, far, far away.” And it was 
to meet this need’ that the first graded 
lessons were introduced. 

In 1908, at the Louisville Convention, 
it was voted to prepare lessons specially 
adapted to the active Junior pupil, thus 
giving a new, separate lesson for the 
Beginners, Primary, and Junior depart- 
ments. 

The International Sunday School con- 
ventions continued to grow increasingly 
helpful. At each was introduced some- 
thing new and progressive. And because 
the big Association had now split up 





into smaller groups, these new ideas 
could the more readily be promoted. 
There was the state Sunday School As- 
sociation, a smaller version of this in 


each county, with the county again 
splitting up into township or city or- 
ganizations. With these smaller groups, 
each holding at least a yearly conven- 
tion, and with well-qualified speakers 
from the state or international organ- 
ization being available even for the 
smallest group, the new plan of educa- 
.tion was put across, With all the schools 
across the land. being urged to adopt, 
and perhaps, adapt, the new theme for 
the period, it is no wonder that mem- 
bership increased, 

From time to time, various days and 
events have been incorporated into the 
calendar of the Sunday school. A quar- 
terly Temperance Lesson was one of the 
first special lessons, and that was the 
outcome of the sixth International :Con- 
vention held in Pittsburgh, in 1890. How- 
ever, there had been definite instruction 
along the line of total ‘abstinence for 
about sixty years prior to this. 

At one convention, stress was placed 
on the value of the Home Department, 
whereby those shut-ins and shut-outs 
who were unable to attend the regular 
sessions of the Sunday schoo] might still 
become members of the school by agree- 
ing to study the regular lesson each 
week. 

Teacher trainigg was another objec- 
tive, and stress was laid on the neces- 
sity of having trained teachers. Train- 
ing classes in individual schools, in 
neighborhood or denominational groups, 
and through big city-wide groups, 
sprang up. Lessons were based on the 
Book, the child, and the best way to 
bring the two together—methods, in 
other words. Much was written on the 
subject with the result that teacher 
training, or teacher study classes or 
groups, were common and much good 
resulted. 

There was a period when Sunday 
school and church athletics came in for 
attention, and Sunday school buildings 
were being built with a big gymnasium. 
Summer assemblies where teachers and 
workers might get together for study 
and conference was another idea of the 
organized program, and this has con- 
tinued to grow and expand until the 
summer conference for young people 
has become a must in many churches, 
and the younger people are being 
trained as teachers. 

The church basement used to be con- 
sidered the place for Sunday school chil- 
dren. Some remarkably fine work has 
been done in dark, dingy, and sometimes 
dirty basement rooms, Today, we set aside 
large, roomy, airy, bright rooms for the 
children, with separate rooms for each 
grade. The Nursery class has become 
important; this is a direct outgrowth 
of the Cradle Roll, as are many of the 
other innovations in the Sunday school, 
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Lesson for June 24 


With baby’s name on the Sunday school 
roll because he was a member of the 
Cradle Roll, it was natural that he 
should be brought to school at an early 
age. A place had to be provided for 
baby, and so, today, in practically every 
school there is a Nursery class. He is 
too young for the Beginners’ group, 
where he was put, and indeed, it was 
to accommodate him that this depart- 
ment or division was formed. With 
baby already a member of the school, 
Mother and Father became eligible for 
membership in the Home Department, 
and when he did come into the Nursery 
Class, then Mother or Father brought 
him, and there had to be a place for 
them. 

While it is true that since the very 
early days of the Sunday school there 
were classes for older people, the Adult 
Bible class, as a recognized department 
of the school is just about the youngest 
department. It was in 1890 that Marshall 
A. Hudson organized his first Baraca 
Bible class for young men. They studied 
the regular Internationa] Uniform Bible 
Lessons, and so popular was the move- 
ment among the young men that an or- 
ganization called the Baraca Union of 
America was formed, which held a con- 
vention each year. In 1899, was formed 
the Philathea Union, for young women, 
along the same lines as the Baraca. 
These were, as has been stated, ergan- 
ized classes, but formed an organiza- 
tion within an organization. 

The organized Bible Class movement, 
as we now have it, was not projected 
until early in the century. The writer 
talked with Mr. W. C. Pearce after the 
World Sunday School Convention in 
Rome, in 1897, as the ship bearing dele- 
gates was nearing the American shore, 
and he said that he must get to work 
at once and prepare literature on or- 
ganized Bible Class work; that there 
was not a book or help of any kind 
ready for the Adult Bible Class program, 
and that to prepare such material would 
be his first task upon reaching his office. 
Mr. Pearce had been appointed as super- 
intendent of the Adult Department of 
the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation at the convention in 1905. Or- 
ganized Bible classes became the lead- 
ing effort in the Sunday school world 
after that, and many great classes were 
formed. Organized class work was not 
confined to the Adult Department of the 
school. Even the little Primary grade 
children had their special organized 
classes and helped create more interest 
in the school. Mr. Pearce in an address 


_ before the convention held in Louis- 


ville, in 1908, reported one class that 
had been in continuous activity, and 
which had been organized along specific 
lines in 1869. But this was an exception; 
organized work as we know it today 
was not in force until] much later. 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools were 
promoted at one convention, and dele- 
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gates returned to their homes with a 
vision of what such a project might ac- 
complish in their own school. Mother’s 
Day, Father’s Day, Mother and Daughter, 
and Father and Son movements were 
born in corvention and spread across 
the Sunday schools of the nation. Home 
Visitation, Missions, Decision Day, vis- 
ual aids—these and many other advance 
movements were projected at the big 
convention gatherings, then carried 
home to be developed in the various 
churches, 

Tremendous strides forward have been 
made since Robert Raikes started his 
first Ragged School, but there is still 
much to be done. Times are changing, 
and each decade brings new responsibil- 
ities and new opportunities. 

New occasions teach new duties; 

Time makes ancient good uncouth; 
They must upward still, and onward, 
Who would keep abreast of truth, 

The many great leaders of bygone 
days recognized this truth and were ever 
seeking a higher level and more progres- 
sive methods for carrying on the work 
of the Sunday school. As David C. Cook 
III wrote in an editorial in the New 
Century Leader many years ago: “We 
must go forward in our own day to 
ever better methods of work and higher 
standards of teaching. The heroic past 
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is the foundation, built broad and deep, 
upon which we must raise a superstruc- 
ture of continual growth and improve- 
ment.” 

Dr. J. H. Vincent, in an address before 
the Sunday school convention held in 
Toronto, in 1905, said: “The best is yet 
to be; the last for which the first was 
made.” The Sunday school of the future 
will be less a school and more a home, 
Its keynote will not be recitation but 
conversation—friendly conversation. Its 
program will embrace, not so much sci- 
entific and critical studies in sacred lin- 
guistics, apologetics, and systematic 
theology, as natural, simple, wisely con- 
ducted conversations, with a view to the 
promotion of practical and spiritual life.” 

As we view the new movement in 
church architecture, the great educa- 
tional buildings with their many sepa- 
rate classrooms where “wisely conducted 
conversations” may be carried on, we 
realize how far-reaching was this look 
into the future as expressed by Dr. Vin- 
cent. 

As Sunday school workers, let us ask 
ourselves, “Whence came we and whither 
go we?” Great as the achievements of 
our Sunday schools have been in the 
past, others as great lie ahead of us. 


MIAMI, FLA. 


XII. Teacher Training With the Master Teacher 


Risen, but teaching still (Luke 24:13-32) 


NTRODUCTORY. One feature here 

is easily supreme. Christ Jesus is 
raised. He is ranging in a realm of un- 
exampled triumph. All His foes are be- 
neath. All His struggles are behind. He 
is demonstrated Prince of Life. Read 
over and over all these recitals, until 
you have real share in their transcendent 
quiet and peace, the risen, self-revealing 
Christ being the center of your thought. 

(a) Contrast the situation of Christ 
and the state of His disciples. While He 
was all light, transfigured, they were in 
the dark, all bewildered. Let both these 
realities have place. @pen your mind. 
Fall in with those two disciples sym- 
pathetically. Bring right along your own 
forebodings and dark wonderings about 
the grave. Sense their state—the cloud, 
the wrench, the grief. 

(b) Now imagine. See Christ mak- 
ing up to them. He is moving in light 
and peace. They are groping in dark- 
ness and distress. See how He joins 
them. How true to life! How like the 
Lord! He is the soul of gracious cour- 
tesy. He glides alongside those heavy, 
jaded lives just as freely and easily and 
naturally now as ever He did before His 
death. 

(c) Now study this marvel of dis- 
sonance and unison. The transcendent 


By CLARK S. BEARDSLEE, D.D. 


Christ treads upon the earth with all 
the lowliness requisite to keep perfect 
step with grief-stricken, wayfaring men. 
His majesty is confessedly unsearchable. 
But His partnership with narrow and 
humble lives is free and genuine as the 
wooing of a mother’s love. Conceive 
the very attitude and air, the very look 
and voice of Christ as He stepped for- 
ward into friendly conference with those 
drooping lives. Here is something going 
on, worth all your eyes. How does 
peace lay its hand on anguish? How 
does strength make touch with weak- 
ness? How does light shine in on dark- 
ness? Look here and see. 

2. Christ makes the initial step Him- 
self. They were not disposed to draw 
up to Him. He drew up to them. They 
were all engrossed in grief. He broke 
His way. But see just how: 

(a) He feels after the train of their 
conversation. “What words are these 
which you are exchanging with each 
other, as you walk?” What a lesson for 
teachers! Go where men walk. Find 
what men feel. Hear what men say. 

(b) But note. Christ’s query was not 
a curious peering. In reality it is an 
invitation. He is asking them to open 
out to Him their evident grief, and this 
solely with an eye to steady and con- 
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sole. Read verses 17-24. See how gently 
and adroitly He wins His way. 

(c) But see again. This ingenious way 
of His is not mere dexterity. A goodly 
tide of brotherly sympathy is flowing 
here. It is a warm and appealing friend- 
liness that is finding out a way for the 
Master’s further ministry. Study with 
your nicest thought this wise invasion 
of Christ Jesus’ kindliness into those 
sorrow-darkened lives. Here is a fine 
display of finest art—the art of sym- 
pathy. Look into it. See how love and 
true discreetness walk together. Real 
compassion is ingenious. Skill and ten- 
der friendliness go arm in arm. Here 
is Heaven’s own light for teachers. 

3. The Lord’s cheer. And now their 
tale is told. Their sorrow has broken 
through speech a highway to the heart 
of Christ. He has their secret. They 
have His ear. Now they walk in uni- 
son. And yet how far asunder they are! 
As they complete their recital, they 
stand unrelieved. They see no thorough- 
fare. All seems blank and dark. But 
the Master is all light. But He has won 
their heed. Their souls are unto Him, 
though their eyes are blurred. Thus 
they fare along. Now watch your Lord. 

(a) He turns about to ancient Hebrew 
Scripture. He selects the Messianic 
parts. He lifts aloft two themes: the 
Messianic sufferings, the Messianic joys. 
And then He chides in his companions 
two faults: their want of thought, and 
their want of faith. 

(b) Now gird up your loins. Can you 
walk with Christ within these deeps, 
along these heights? Thither He led 
those sufferers for their relief. Do not 
refuse to follow. But you will need all 
your strength. The Messianic sorrows! 
The Messianic majesties! Between these 
two far-sweeping themes, in the pres- 
ence of those two plodding, common 
men, vibrate the Master’s words. Think 
of the Messianic sacrifice. Why “must” 
He suffer so? Why must He suffer at 
all? No profounder question will ever 
face‘ your mind, and none more fairly 
demanding an honorable reply. It can- 
not be trifled with. This must be un- 
derstood, if you aspire to teach. Do not 
snap at answers here. You touch good 
teaching at its very nerve. 

4. Now see where they stand. They 
have plodded forward till their home is 
reached. They stand before the door. 
Instinctively the two turn in. Just as 
properly Christ holds straight on. 

(a) Here is a point to pay good heed. 
As this conversation opened, Christ fell 
in uninvited. They had no inclination 
toward His fellowship. But see now. As 
He essays to draw apart, they step across 
His path and constrain Him to be their 
guest. Here is something fine. He showed 
Himself their friend. They instinctively 
befriend Him. Now.their kindliness is 
mutual. This is a teacher’s most pre- 


cious reward. Study with all your soul 
to see how it was won. 
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(b) But the scene is not yet complete. 
Enter with the Lord and see Him join 
their feast. Do not forget. He is the 
risen Christ. He is past all weariness 
or need of meat. But see Him recline 
with these. way-worn men. Can you 
define His mood and attitude? He does 
not eat. But He truly joins their meal. 
He takes His place. He took the portion 
ef bread; He blessed it before their 
eyes; He parted it between the two. And 
then their eyes began to see. And then 
He became invisible. 

(c) Now study. For a teacher’s eye 
few earthly scenes will ever transcend 
this. Look upon this humble journey 
and simple meal. Here that long drawn 
conference culminated. This fellowship 
at the feast was the final touch. As He 
took their food and spoke the word of 
blessing, the vision broke upon them, 
their eyes awoke, their burning hearts 
grew clear, their ‘trouble calmed, they 
believed the prophets, they understood 
why Christ Jesus died, they knew Him 
risen and that His glory had begun. But 
look again. See how this change was 
wrought. Are you at all sure you un- 
derstand?. Review it all. Here is just 
about all you ever need to know of 
teaching art. Christ Jesus the crucified, 
the glorified, the compassionate; the two 
disciples, downcast, footsore, ahungered; 
the majestic program of Hebrew hope, 


(Continued on page 479) 








The 1956 
Christian Fellowship Tour 
to Alaska 


HERE is still time to register for 

the 1956 Christian Fellowship Tour 
to Alaska. If you have delayed send- 
ing for information about the tour, or 
if for one reason or another you have 
been unable to decide what to do this 
year, you may be glad to know that 
there is yet time to obtain desirable 
accommodation with the party on the 
S.S. Chilcotin. However, you will need 
to act promptly if details are to be 
worked out, and if replies are to reaeh 
you in good time before this delightful 
journey of Christians with companions 
of Similar tastes and habits begins. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour this 
year will leave Chicago in comfortable 
Pullman cars on the night of Monday, 
July 2, after a get-together dinner in 
the Fred Harvey Restaurant in Chicago 
Union Station. Some individuals who 
live west of Chicago will doubtless wish 
to join the group from time to time as 
it moves westward over the C. B. and 
Q. R. R. to St. Paul, and then over the 
Great Northern Railway through the 
Minnesota laké region and North Dakota 
to Glacier National Park. 

Three delightful days will be spent in 
Glacier National Park and Waterton 
Lakes National Park, traveling in com- 
fortable sight-seeing buses, and with 











June 9, 1956 


overnight stops at Glacier Park Hotel, 
Prince of Wales Hotel, and Many Glacier 
Hotel. Then continuing on to Seattle 
by rail, the party will stay overnight 
at the New Washington Hotel before 
journeying by bus the next day for an 
overnight visit to Mt. Rainier National 
Park, stopping overnight at the famous 
Paradise Inn, high on one of the shoul- 
ders of Mt. Rainier. 

Upon returning to Seattle, the group 
will journey by Canadian Pacific 
steamer to Victoria, B. C., stopping over- 
night at the beautiful Empress Hotel. 
There will be time in Victoria for shop- 
ping and for sight-seeing, and then the 
group will continue on to Vancouver, 
B. C., where the S.S. Chilcotin of Union 
Steamships, Ltd., will be boarded for 
the nine-day journey up the Inside Pas- 
sage to Alaska. Comfortable cabins, ex- 
cellent meals, and the oppertunity to 
join in the ship’s activities or just to 
relax in your steamer chair, while the 
Chilcotin slips quietly along amid ever- 
changing, marvelous water and moun- 
tain scenery, will make this leisurely 
journey to America’s “last frontier” one 
that will never be forgotten. There 
will be stops at Prince Rupert, B. C.,, 
Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, and Wran- 
gell, Alaska, and Butedale, B. C.; a side 
trip by rail from Skagway to Lake Ben- 
nett over the “Gold Trail of ’98”; a visit 
overland to a glacier near Juneau; and 
a side trip by steamer up the beautiful 
Gardner Canal in British Columbia, a 
beautiful, natural fiord, the scenery of 
which rivals that of Norway. 

Upon returning to Vancouver, the 
group will tour this great city and its 
beautiful parks and gardens, and then 
move down to Seattle by rail for an 
overnight stop there before boarding 
the Northern Pacific train for Chicago, 
arriving there Wednesday, July 25. 

Throughout the journey, members of 
the party will be spared the responsi- 
bility of looking after train schedules, 
tickets, hotel accommodations, and bag- 
gage. These details will be handled by 
an expert rail representative who will 
accompany the party. Everything pos- 
sible to minister to the comfort and 
well-being of the party has been planned 
for, and the members will have a maxi- 
mum of time for rest and enjoyment 
and fellowship with other Christians of 
similar convictions. 

The Alaska Tour this year will be un- 
der the direction of Mr. John W. Lane, 
Jr., Associate Editor of THe SuNDAY 
ScuHoot Times, who has accompanied a 
number of earlier Christian Fellowship 
parties. Detailed information as to cost 
and accommodations, and a descriptive 
itinerary folder will be sent upon postal 
card request addressed to Mr. John W. 
Lane, Jr., Associate Editor, The Sunday 
School Times, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia 5. But write promptly so 
that you may not be disappointed by 
last minute delays. 

















Lesson for June 24 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





* (7) 471 


: A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





OXO is the name of a radio sta- 
H tion planted in Panama City by 

Christian Business Men in col- 
laboration with the Latin America Mis- 
sion and HCJB, Quito, Ecuador. Pan- 
ama City has 600,000 people of diverse 
races, and there is also there a constit- 
uency of American servicemen and 
Canal employees. This location is an 
ideal piace from which to reach Colom- 
bia, of which Panama was formerly a 
part. HOXO broadcasts fourteen hours 
daily except Monday and _ seventeen 
hours on Sunday. Its management also 
takes an active part in Canal Zone 
church life—Bible study, preaching, mus- 
ical help in chapel and church. One 
listener writes: 

“I listen in on the way to work. The 
bus carries sixteen passengers, and when 
the program comes on at 7 a.m. you can 
see everyone keenly listening to it. Not 
all of them are Christians, but I am 
praying that, through these broadcasts, 
they may come to know Christ as Sav- 


_iour.”—J. M. Balboa. 


In this very region, the Spaniard Bal- 
boa, “silent upon a peak in Darien,” was 
the first to look on the endless expanse 
of Pacific blue (Sept. 25, 1517). Our pres- 
ent-day Mr. Balboa is, through HOXO, 
getting sight of another ocean—that of 
God’s infinite love. 

It’s pleasant to note these Spanish 
names in the evangelical movement. 
Thus in Christian work in Mexico City 
is Senorita Cortez. Her name is that of 
the conquistador who annexed Mexico 
to Spain. Her testffnony will help an- 
nex it to a better Kingdom. 


“The modern mind” of pagan unbelief 
talks of “the peril of worshiping Jesus.” 
From still half-pagan Nigeria comes a 
more Christian note. It is an editorial 
in the native paper, the African Chal- 
lenge: 

“Man was created to worship God. To 
worship anything less than God is idol- 
atry, whether it the worship of Mary, 
angels, saints, spirits, or anything else. 
God, who was revealed to us in Jesus 
Christ, is the only one who is worthy 
of our worship. 

“The word ‘worship’ actually carries 
the meaning of deserving honor-worthi- 
ness, ‘worth-ship.’ ‘Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive glory and honour and 
power: for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were 
created’ (Rev. 4:11). John heard the 


angels of Heaven sing, ‘Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive pawer, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honour, and glory, and blessing’ 
(Rev. 5:12). 


“Christ is worthy because He is creator 
of all things. He is divine; He is sinless; 
He is victor over death; He is the right- 
eous judge of all the earth. There is 
none other like Him. He is Almighty 
God, the only one we may worship with- 
out being guilty of idolatry. ‘Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve’ (Matt. 4:10). 

“This is the essence of Christianity—a 
heart turned from idolatry to complete 
worship of God. ‘Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength.’ This ‘abso- 
lute love’ is possible only when we have 
come to Christ for salvation. ‘Christ 
by highest Heaven adored; Christ the 
everlasting Lord.’” 

Would that one could get as clear and 
wholehearted a confession of faith from 
Dr. Albert Schweitzer, toiling in the 
Gabon next door to Nigeria! 


Mr. Solomon Birnbaum, a gifted He- 
brew-Christian, writes in the Hebrew 
Christian on the cause and cure of anti- 
Semitism. He says in part: 

“Only in a world that knows God can 
we Jews be safe. When the nations turn 
away from the fear of God and set them- 
selves against Him and His Messiah (as 
has happened in Germany and Commu- 
nist Russia), there is nothing to restrain 
their hatred of us. Without God we are 
utterly helpless. 

“Where, then, are the Jewish teachers 
and preachers and missionaries to go 
and teach the Gentiles to know God, the 
Jewish Bible societies to print and dis- 
tribute the Bible among the Gentiles in 
their various tongues?” 

Both Orthodox and Reform Jews have, 
he shows, utterly failed at this point, 
although boasting, “We gave the Bible 
to the world.” 

“The Prophet Zechariah foretold a 
coming time when ten men of all lan- 
guages are to take hold of the skirt of 
a Jew, saying, ‘We will go with you: 
for we have heard that God is with you.’ 
Here is the key to the seemingly end- 
less problem of anti-Semitism. When the 
Gentiles hear that God is with us they 
will no longer be against us, no longer 
anti-Semites, but with us. 

“‘God-with-us’ in Hebrew is Imman- 
uel, the name of Messiah. Show me a 
Jew who has Immanuel, the Messiah, in 
his heart, and you will find that not 
only ten Gentiles, but many more, have 
gathered round him to learn from him. 

“Only the Messiah, Immanuel, God- 
with-us, has the power of changing hat- 
red into love, enemies into friends, thus 
building a bulwark of safety around us. 





By the late ERNEST GORDON 


The key and center of all is Immanuel, 
the Messiah, the Mediator of the New 
Covenant, promised (in Jer. 31:31) to be 
written in Jewish hearts. 

“Berit chadeshah is Hebrew for ‘New 
Covenant.’ It is also the Hebrew for 
New Testament. No other book in all 
literature bears that name. Providence 
has reserved it only for the record which 
tells the story of the life, the work, the 
death, and the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. It answers in every detail to 
the promise, the pattern, and the visions 
vouchsafed by God to prophets in the 
Old Testament.” 


Jesus called the multitude and said, 
“That which cometh out of the mouth 
. defileth a man... those things 
which proceed out of the mouth confe 
forth from the heart; and they defile 
the man.” Then He names these foul 
heart sins (Matt. 15:10-19)—gross vio- 
lations of the Ten Commandments. 

Paul also speaks to the multitude, an 
even greater one, to the entire race, 
not one-of whom doeth good, no not 
one (Rom. 12:3, seq.). The evil of their 
black hearts rises to their throats which 
are as open sepulchers; from throats it 
passes to tongues which use deceit; 
from tongues to lips of serpent: poison; 
thence it pours “out of the mouth in 
cursing and bitterness. 

Action follows hard on words. Their 
feet run on errands of bloodshed. Come 
destruction and misery, war and athe- 
ism. Great spirals of smoke and ruin 
rise from the evil in a single man’s heart. 
As from Hitler’s, as from Lenin’s! One 
thinks of the cutthroats of Colombia, of 
Russian Bolshevists. These go to the 
logical extremes. Eut Paul accuses 
mankind as a whole: “All have sinned, 
and come short.” 


Prof. Gilbert Murray, the Oxford hu- 
manist and Hellenist, insists that all the 
arts in our day have a touch of delirium. 
They echo the general barbarization of 
national life in postwar Europe. The 
surrealist paintings are simply not pic- 
tures at all. This is true also of poetry. 
“The tradition from Homer onward has 
allotted to poetry some general charac- 
teristics of metrica] form, lgnguage, and 
subject, all with overtones or associa- 
tions of beauty,” and to reject these 
traits, as modern poetry does, “seems to 
me like rejecting poetry itself.” He finds 
much of this verse “deliberately unin- 
telligible.” 

This vitiation of the arts, as the vul- 
garization of radio and TV and the gen- 
eral decadence of morals, follows the 
satanic lines which Paul said would 
characterize the end of the age. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 13. JUNE 24. THE CONTINUING MISSION OF THE CHURCH 
Acts 27 and 28; printed text, 28:16, 23-31 
Golden Text.—Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | 


have commanded you: and, lo, 


| am with you alway even unto the end 


of the world.—Matt. 28:19, 20 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 28:16 And when we came.to Rome, the centurion 
delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: but 
Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that 
kept him, 

23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came 
many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and 
testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, 
from morning till evening, 

24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and 
some believed not, 

25 And when they agreed not among themselves, they 
departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake 
the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, 


26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye 


shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall 
see, and not perceive: 

27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their 
ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; 
lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their heart, and should be con- 
verted, and I should heal them. 

28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of 
God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it. 

29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, 
and had great reasoning among themselves. 

30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired 
house, and received all that came in unto him, 

31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those 
things which ‘concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confi- 
dence, no man forbidding him. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 


Approach to the Lesson _ 

AST week we looked at the Apostle 
L Paul as he presented his case be- 

fore King Herod Agrippa II, whose 
judgment was that the apostle was guilty 
of no misdemeanor, but could have been 
set at liberty had he not made his ap- 
peal to Caesar. In face of that appeal 
they were bound to send him to Rome. 
Today’s lesson finds him in the capital 
of the Roman Empire, but between Caes- 
area and Rome there was a journey 
which proved to be exciting, to say the 
least. 

No less than three vessels were pressed 
into service to transport Paul and other 
prisoners to Rome. First was a coastal 
vessel, which made slow progress from 
port to port along the Phoenician and 
Silician coasts as far as Myra, near 
where the shore of Asia turns north, 
Here a véssel was found which sailed 
the open waters. It was one of the Alex- 
andrian grain fleet which carried grain 
from Alexandria in Egypt to Rome. In 
this vessel they sailed to the south of 
Crete and arrived at a place called The 
Fair Havens.” Being delayed here be- 
cause of the weather, the Day of Atone- 
ment passed and the treacherous season 
for sailing arrived. It was quite evident 
that they would-not make Rome by win- 
ter, and the Apostle Paul, doubtless by 
some enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, 
as well as through his experience of 
sailing, advised that they winter where 
they were rather than risk the open sea 
again. The master and the owner of 
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the ship, however, did not agree on Fair 
Havens as a winter resort, and secured 
the centurion’s consent to make a dash 
for Phenice (Phoenix, A.S.V.), farther 
west on the south coast of Crete. A soft 
south wind, which seemed to promise 
the fulfillment of their purpose, soon 
and suddenly gave way to the well- 
known enemy of seamen, a wind known 
as the Euroclydon (Euraquilo, A.S.V.). It 
was a real nor’easter. For two weeks 
they were driven and tossed by wind 
and wave, with no abatement of the 
storm, till at last they were able to run 
the ship aground, not knowing where 
they were. The land turned out to be 
the little island of Melita (Malta), very 
much nearer their déstination, but they 
paid for the distance with the complete 
loss of the ship and its cargo. Here the 
party wintered, and when _ shipping 
opened again in the spring they secured 
passage on another of the Alexandrian 
grain fleet and headed north for Rome. 
They touched Syracuse, on the east 
coast of Sicily, and Rhegium on the toe 
of Italy, before disembarking at Puteoli, 
about halfway up the coast to Rome. At 
Puteoli they remained for a week, and 
from here word of Paul’s arrival was 
carried to the Christians in Rome, with 
the result that at two points on the last 
journey to the capital city, delegations 
of Roman Christians met him and es- 
corted him the rest of the way, so al- 
though a prisoner, he reached Rome joy- 
ful in spirit, thankful for the faithfulness 
and friendship of fellow believers. 


Verse by Verse 
Acts 28:16.—“. , . the centurion deliv- 
ered the prisoners to the captain of the 


guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by 
himself with a soldier that kept him.” 
The “captain of the guard” was prob- 
ably the commander of the corps of of- 
ficer-couriers, to whom the centurion 
was responsible. Paul’s status as a Ro- 
man citizen who had appealed charges 
laid by his opponents to the emperor 
secured for him more favorable treat- 
ment. 

Verses 17-22 tell of Paul’s preliminary 
conference with the leading Jews of 
Rome, preparatory to a fuller presenta- 
tion of the Gospel. 


Verse 23.—“... . there came many... 
to whom he expounded .,. the king- 
dom of God .. . concerning Jesus, both 


out of the law ...and... the prophets 
...’ Notice the connection between “the 
kingdom of God” and “Jesus.” Paul fol- 
lows his usual method, expounding the 
testimony of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, and showing how they are ful- 
filled in Jesus. This was our Lord’s own 
method with His disciples (Luke 24:44). 

Verse 24.—“And some believed ... and 
some believed not.” The verb “believed” 
is in the imperfect tense. They were 
in the process of being persuaded, were 
tending toward faith.* Others showed no 
inclination to believe. 

Verse 25.—“. . . they departed, after 
that Paul had spoken one word, Well 
spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias . , .” 
The apostle reserved this final thrust 
until he clearly saw the impact of his 
testimony, and the assembly was on the 
point of breaking up. He attributes to 
the Holy Spirit the words spoken in 
vision to Isaiah (Isa. 6:9, 10). 

Verse 26.—“, .. Hearing ye shall hear, 
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Lesson for June 24 


and shall not understand; and seeing ye 
shall see, and not perceive.” For our 
Lord’s use of this Isaianic passage see 
Matthew 13:14, 15 and Luke 8:10. The 
construction here echoes the Hebrew 
and is emphatic. We may translate: 
“You will hear all right, but you will 
certainly not understand; you will see 
all right, but you will certainly not per- 
ceive.” That is the tragedy of the “evil 
heart of unbelief” (Heb, 3:12). 

Verse 27.—“For the -heart ... is waxed 
es. «Ce... + Oe + «ss OE... 
closed .. .” The condition of the heart 
determines the operation of the ears and 
the eyes, and therefore the direction of 
the whole life. Too often the statement, 
“I can't see it,” really means, “I won't 
See it.” 

Verse 28.—*. . . the salvation of God 
is sent unto the Gentiles . See 13:46 
and 18:6. The pattern in Rome is the 
same as in Antioch and Corinth and 
elsewhere, although the setting is Paul’s 
hired house rather than a synagogue. 
Thus “through their fall salvation is 
come unto the Gentiles” (Rom. 11:11). 

Verse 29.—“. . . the Jews departed, and 
had great reasoning among themselves.” 
While the best manuscripts do not have 
this verse, one can imagine the breaking 
up of the gathering to have been just 
as depicted here. 


Verse 30.—“And Paul dwelt ... in 
his own hired house, and received all 
that came...” While Paul’s movements 


were restricted (v. 20), there seems to 
have been no restriction on the company 
he might have. Two years would ex- 
haust the time allotted for his prosecu- 
tors to carry through their complaint 
before the emperor, 

Verse 31.—“Preaching the kingdom of 
God .. . the Lord Jesus Christ, with all 
confidence, no man forbidding him.” We 
sense the note of triumph here. The last 
word in Acts is an adverb which tells 
the manner in which Paul carried on his 
unusual ministry—unhindered! 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Paul entered Rome in circumstances 
very different from those which marked 
his entry into Antioch, Athens, Corinth, 
and Ephesus, but he was still the same 
man. He was now an ambassador in 
bonds, but still an ambassador of Jesus 
Christ, with the same burning passion 
to make Christ known. He was still 
unashamed, unbowed; not the prisoner 
of Rome, but the prisoner of Jesus 
Christ. While no garlands nor chariots 
adorned his entry, it was more of a tri- 
umph than the flattering and pompous 
entries accorded victorious generals, for 
this was an incident in the triumphant 
progress of the Gospel. 

In keeping with his usual procedure, 
he got in touch with the Jews as soon as 
possible. Since he could not go to them 
in one of their synagogues, he had their 
chief representatives come to him in his 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. June 17.—Ambassador in Bonds 
Acts 21:17 to 26:32 
Next Week's Lesson 
1. July 1.—Nine Letters of Faith and 


Encouragement. Luke  9:28-36; 
Hebrews 13:9, 18-25; 1 Peter 
1:1, 2; 2:19-25; 2 Peter 1:1, 2, 15-18; 

Jude 3, 17-25 








own hired house, where he lived chained 
to his Roman guard. This first confer- 
ence was really a preliminary one, in 
the course of which the apostle ex- 
plained his presence in Rome, and ar- 
ranged for a further gathering in his 
lodging. It was on this second occasion 
that he spent the entire day expounding 
the Kingdom of God, showing from the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament that 
this Kingdom centers in the person of 
Jesus, the Christ. What a pity: the ex- 
positions and the disputations of that 
entire day had not been taken down on 
tape! But we have inklings from the 
brief résumés of other sermons of his, 
and from his use of the Old Testament 
Scriptures in his Epistles, how he would 
present the great theme. 

The pattern of Antioch, Corinth, and 
Ephesus was repeated in Rome. The un- 
belief of the Jews opened the door to 
the evangelization of the Gentiles, and for 
two years the apostle’s home and semi- 
prison was a center of evangelization 
and Bible teaching such as the church 
has rarely, if ever, seen. 

Luke's last words in this whole dra- 
matic story are, “no man forbidding 


him” (“unhindered”); a prisoner, but 
unhindered; chained, but unhindered. 
Paul knew a freedom which broke 


through all outward circumstances. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW many ships were used in Paul’s 
journey from Caesarea to Rome? 

2. On what island were Paul and his 
company shipwrecked? 

3. How many lives were lost in the 
wreck? 

4. What kind of treatment did Paul 
receive at the hands of the centurion 
who had charge of the prisoners? 

5. What were the ports of call and the 
port of arrival on the last part of the 
voyage? 

6. What encouragement did Paul re- 
ceive on the way to Rome? 

7. Where did the Roman Christians 
meet Paul and his party? 

8. What treatment did Paul receive in 
Rome? 

9. What general practice did Paul fol- 
low in Rome, although in unusual cir- 
cumstances? 

10. How does the scene close in Acts? 


(Answers on page 479) 
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Outime of the Lesson 

1. The preliminary conference (Acts 28: 
16-22) 

2. The official hearing (vs. 23-29) 

3. The unfinished story (vs. 30, 31) 


Topics for Development 

Paul, the Roman Citizen, How did 
Saul, the Jew of Tarsus, become a Ro- 
man citizen? There were probably three 
ways by which one could have this place 
of privilege. Roman citizenship could 
be bought (22:28). Again, it could be 
secured for some notable service to the 
state. Then again, one could be born & 
freé man. Paul’s Roman citizenship 
came to him by birth, which means that 
either his father, or his grandfather, or 
one of his ancestors, within the Roman 
period, had secured Roman citizenship 
of such a kind as made it hereditary. 
The ground of such hereditary citizen- 
ship was doubtless some natable service 
rendered to the state. 

Three times Paul made use of his Ro- 
man citizenship within the record of the 
Acts of the Apostles. In Philippi he re- 
fused to go out quietly and let the offi- 
cials get away with their hasty action of 
beating and imprisoning him, a Roman 
citizen, without due trial, but insisted 
that the magistrates come and escort 
them out of the jail, so giving public 
testimony that they were not criminals 
(16:37). At the time of his arrest in 
Jerusalem, he saved himself from the 
Roman lash by affirming his citizenship 
(22:25-29). Finally, when Festus sug- 
gested that he go to Jerusalem to answer 
for the charges of the Sanhedrin there, 
Paul, knowing of the plot against his 
life, made his famous appeal to Caesar 
(25:10, 11). 

Surely this indicates that a Christian 
may rightly use his privileges as a citi- 
zen. But if he may use his privileges, 
he is bound, also, to fulfill his obliga- 
tions. 

Paul and the Church. Look at Paul 
in Rome and you see the church in the 
world. The world will lay its chains 
and restrictions upon the church, but 
the church is still bound to herald that 
Kingdom before which the world must 
fall, and to teach the things concerning 
the Lord Jesus Christ against every de- 
mand for a change of message. Let the 
church but be bold enough to press its 
task with energy and devotion, and that 
church will still be free, unhindered, de. 
spite all worldly restrictions. The meas- 
ure of the church’s hindrance in its 
task is the measure of its submission to 
the condition imposed by the world. 
Those who Will be prisoners of none but 
Jesus Christ, bondslaves to none but 
their Lord, will be the Lord’s free men, 
and their preaching and teaching will 
give multiplied evidence that “the Word 
of God is not bound.” (Quoted from my 
“Devotional Commentary on the Acts of 
the Apostles,” p. 278, Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3; $3.) 
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Practical Applications 
Stone walls do not a prison make, 
Nor iron bars a cage; 
Minds innocent and quiet take 
That for an heritage; 
If I have freedom in my love, 
And in my soul am free, 
Angels alone that soar above 
Enjoy such liberty, 
Richard Lovelace (1618-1658), 
(To Althea from Prison). 

It takes more than a chain to close the 
lips of a Spirit-filled man (Acts 28:20). 

Being spoken against may be more 
commendation than condemnation (v. 
22). 

Make the Bible your textbook, and you 
will not run out of sermon material. (v. 
23). 

Your ears will hear and your eyes will 
see what your heart wants them to hear 
and see (v. 27):— 

The heart aye’s the pairt aye 

That mak’s us richt or wrang. 
—Robert Burns. 

The Gospel is not a matter for dispu- 

tation, but for faith (v. 29). 


Golden Text 


Matthew 28:19, 20—“Go ... teach... 
baptizing . . . I have commanded you 
.. Zam with you...” Carrying out 
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the commission may cost imprisonment, 
and even death; but the command 
stands, and so does the promise, “I am 
with you.” Let us obey the command, 
believing the promise, and we shall tri- 
umph, whatever befall. 
ELMuursT, ILL. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD HyMNS 
“I Love To Hear the Story” 
“From Greenland’s Icy Mountains” 
“Take My Life, and Let It Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We thank 
Thee, our Father, that Thou art not will- 
ing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance, and so Thou 
hast sent Thy servants to every genera- 
tion with the Gospel. For those who 
teach us Thy Word, we thank Thee and 
ask Thy blessing on them and their 
work, Bless also the missionaries we 
support at home and afar. Give them 
the joy of winning many to the Saviour. 
Show each of us who love Thee how 
to win others and help us to make that 
a chief aim in life. If Thou wouldest 
have some of us become ministers or 
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missionaries, let Thy call be made clear, 
and may we be willing to do and be 
whatever Thou hast planned for us. For- 
give us all that is amiss in our lives. 
Free us from habits of evil that we may 
be clean vessels for Thy use. Help all 
who are passing through testing and 
affliction, draw our unsaved loved ones 
to Thyself, and revive Thy work in our 
own hearts through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The last picture of 
Paul in Acts shows him “preaching the 
kingdom of God, and teaching those 
things which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” He was a prisoner at the time, 





“Lo I am with you alway” 
EVER ITH YOU T0 BLESS 


YOUR ITNESS HIM 
not jailed, but under guard in his rented 
house. Despite this, however, he did a 
fruitful work in Rome. He lived to obey 
the great commission, and he found 
Christ true to the promise in that com- 
mission, “Lo, I am with you alway.” The 
Lord is especially present with Chris- 
tians who live to win others. He can 
overcome the hindrances they encoun- 
ter and make their efforts fruitful. He 
did it for Paul even when he passed his 
days chained to a Roman soldier, Writ- 
ing to the Philippians, Paul said of this 
time in his life, “The things which hap- 
pened unto me have fallen out rather 
unto the furtherance of the Gospel; so 
that my bonds in Christ are manifest in 
all the palace, and in all other places 

..” (Phil. 1:13, 193). 

What Christ did to give Paul success 
in winning souls despite many obstacles, 
He still does for Christians who live to 
point others to Christ. You may feel 
very limited and quite unequal to lead- 
ing others to Christ, but if you know Him 
as your own Saviour and will tell others 
what He is to you, the Lord will be pres- 
ent to bless and use your testimony. He 
is never nearer for our help than when 
we witness of Him to others. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 
ve 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
}By Tom M. Olson j 


“And when we came to Rome.. ” 
(Acts 28:16).—The Holy Spirit gra- 
ciously informs us that the Apostle Paul 
cherished a deep desire for many years 
to visit Rome (Rom. 15:23). The pure 
motive behind the longing to go was 
twofold. He wished to establish the be- 
lievers, and preach the Gospel of Christ 
to the unbelievers (Rom. 1:9-16). 

Although Paul arrived in Rome under 
altogether different circumstances than 
he imagined in the heyday of his min- 
istry, he could nevertheless praise Him 
who “satisfieth the longing soul.” 

Since such a godly servant of the Lord 
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as the Apostle Paul had to exercise pa- 
tience for “many years” in this matter, 
need we be surprised if our heart yearn- 
ings are not fulfilled as speedily as we 
wish? 

“Paul was suffered [allowed] to dwell 
by himself with a soldier that kept him” 
(Acts 28:16).—This favor could have 
been due to the recommendation of 
Julius the centurion, whom: Paul had 
wisely counseled (Acts 27). Every lover 
of solitude can appreciate what this 
privilege meant to Paul in contrast to 
being cast into the midst of a horde of 
desperate criminals. But in a case like 
Paul’s, the Roman arrangement was to 
fasten the prisoner by a chain to a sol- 
dier who kept guard over him. 

This must have happened to Paul, for 
he mentioned his “chain” (v, 20), and 
speaks of himself as a “prisoner” (Eph. 
3:1; 4:1), and as “an ambassador in 
bonds” (Eph. 6:20). (See also Phil, 1:7, 
13, 16; Col. 4:18.) 

The soldiers would serve in shifts; 
hence, the apostle would be able to speak 
personally to many soldiers, who, doubt- 
less, would be curious to know why a 
man of his caliber and character was a 
prisoner. Paul’s expressed desire—“that 
I might have some fruit among you” 
(Rom. 1:13)—was thus fulfilled. 

J. F, Gregory, minister and educator, 
Says in “Arnold’s Commentary” (Light 
and Life Press, Winona Lake, Ind., $2): 
“The divine wisdom appears even in 
these events. The far-off frontiers which 
Paul desired to reach through Rome as 
a center soon had their heralds of the 
cross. Paul's lodging became a mission- 
ary training school. He was given very 
unpromising material, it would seem. 
There would be many disappointments, 
but some successes, 

“A soldier here and there would re- 
spond to the earnestness of the prisoner. 
The hardened heart would be broken, 
and the power of God would be mani- 
fested in a converted soul. Then one 
day the man would say, ‘I am sorry, 
Paul, but I must leave you; my legion 
is marked down for foreign service.’ 
The apostle would answer, ‘I am glad to 
hear it; I commission you to be a bearer 
of glad tidings to distant lands.’ 

“He would enthuse him with mission- 
ary zeal, he would instruct him in the 
wisest methods, then he would offer a 
consecration prayer, and send him forth 
to evangelize another land at the em- 
peror’s expense. The citizens would re- 
joice to know that they were escorting 
in their ranks a missionary of the cross, 

“Some still night, months afterwards 
when all was quiet in a Roman camp, a 
small group of men would gather under 
the light of the stars around a comrade. 
He would tell them about his strange 
prisoner in Rome, and his remarkable 
message, and like the gleam of the moon 
breaking through the gloomy sky, there 
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would shine into their hearts a heavenly 
light, as, laying aside their helmets, 
they would kneel to worship the . Re- 
deemer of mankind. 

“May God put compulsion on us and 
cause us to feel, ‘I must also see Rome’ 
—Rome being the place of opportunity, 
the place where we can turn men to 
Christ.” 


“|. he expounded , . . the kingdom 
of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus...” (Acts 28:23).—“No one,” says 
Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, “can ever make 
me think that Paul was not through 
these years preaching but one message, 
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
any attempt to adequately define what 
the New Testament means by the king- 
dom of God must include consideration 
of these two verses.” 

We can almost hear Paul saying to 
this select Jewish audience: “The king- 
dom of God is not meat and drink; but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. For he that in these things 
serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and 
approved of men” (Rom. 14:17, 18). 

“During that period,” says Dr. Morgan, 
“Paul wrote some letters: the Philippian 
letter, the Ephesian letter, the Colossian 
letter, and the half-page letter to Phile- 
mon. Measure the teaching given to 
the disciples by these letters, then we 
shall know some of the things he taught 
concerning Christ during those two 
years. Christ the well-spring of joy, as 
in the Philippian letter; Christ in all the 
glory of essential Deity embodied, as in 
the Colossian letter; Christ filling His 
Church and making it the medium of 
manifestation in unending ages, as in 
the Ephesian letter; Christ taking Onesi- 
mus back to his master, making his mas- 
ter receive him no longer as a slave, 


but as a brother!” 
. 


“And some believed , .. and some be- 
lieved not” (Acts 28:24).—The world is 
divided into those two classes to this 
day—believers and unbelievers. Be- 
lievers are blessed, not only with ever- 
lasting life (John 6:47); but also with 
“all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ” (Eph, 1:3). 

The unbelievers are exposed to the 
judgment of God. How thankful they 
should be that the Lord is longsuffering, 
“not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance”! And 
how eager they should be to avail them- 
selves of God’s so great salvation in this 
His day of grace! 

A preacher once began a sermon by 
saying in an earnest voice, “I am going 
to ask you one question; a question 
which I cannot answer, which you can- 
not answer, which demons cannot an- 
swer, which angels cannot answer: ‘How 
shall we escape, if we neglect so.great 
salvation?’” (Heb. 2:23.) Have you con- 
sidered it? 

Wawona, CALir. 
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Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in this quarter just clos- 

ing we have had twelve lessons in 
the Book of Acts, today’s being the last 
one. It has been a rich and profitable 
study. We have companied with some 
of the great heroes of the faith—God’s 
stalwarts whom He used mightily in the 
beginnings of the Christian church. 
These included James (martyred), John 
Luke, Mark, Philip, Barnabas, Stephen 
(martyred), Peter, Timothy, and Paul. 
All were greatly used in those sorely 
testing times, but Paul stands out as the 
greatest mere man in the whole New 
Testament. Paul is the hero of this clos- 
ing lesson in the Book of Acts today, 
and we will just try to take a brief look 
at him. 

There are four verses in Paul’s own 
writings which may serve as a fair ex- 
pression of his life. “I know whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that day” 
(2 Tim. 1:12). “I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: and the life 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2: 
20). “I know both how to be abased, and 
I know how to abound: every where and 
in all things I am instructed both to be 
full and to be hungry, both to abound 
and to suffer need. I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:12, 13). 

The twenty-seventh (next to the last) 
chapter in Acts gives a thrilling descrip- 
tion of Paul’s journey, bound for Rome, 
as a prisoner, in which he, with 275 other 
passengers and crew suffered shipwreck. 
Paul’s conduct during this tragic epi- 
sode makes a fair picture of his fine 
character. While the ship was detained 
at Fair Havens, a port on the south side 
of Crete, waiting for the stormy season 
to pass, God evidently spoke to Paul, 
for he definitely warned the Roman cen- 
turion that it would be perilous to pro- 
ceed. But the centurion “believed the 
master and owner of the ship, more 
than those things which were spoken by 
Paul.” For Paul’s words to the cen- 
turion, and the rest of the story of the 
shipwreck, fellows, read Acts 27: 10-44. 

Fellows, I have asked you to read the 
Scripture narrative here, because it is 
so graphic and far better than I could 
describe the thrilling episode. And that 
there might appear before you a man, 
this valiant servant of God, whose life 
was so Christ-centered that he could be 
wise and cautious when others were 
foolhardy—then calm and_ confident 
when all others were panic-stricken. 
That’s the way I want to meet the issues 
of life, and I believe you do, too. 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
ye 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th 8t., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
It Must Be Done.—Go ye therefore, 

and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
uou alway, even unto the end of the 
world (Matt. 28:19, 20, Golden Text). 
In one of the wars, a regiment received 
orders to plant a cannon on the top of 
a certain hill. The soldiers moved the 
cannon to the base of the hill, but could 
not get it to the top. “Men,” cried the 
officer, “it must be done; I’ve got the 
order in my pocket!” So the church has 
received her orders from her Lord, and 
the evangelization of the world must 
be done. It may cost money, men, and 
many sacrifices, but it must be done. 
When the church sees that, it will be 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


done.—From the King’s Business. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans.; 
and Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Eng. 

The Soldier’s Marvelous Privilege.— 
Paul was suffered to dwell ... with a 
soldier that kept him (Acts 28:16). They 


.tell in Scotland that when word reached 


the mother of Sir David Baird that her 
distinguished son had been made cap- 
tive by Tippoo Sultan, Joaded with 
chains, and made fast to an escort of 
several men on either hand, her heart 
went out in sympathy toward those un- 
fortunates: “Eh, gweed peety the lads 
’at’s chained tae oor Davie!” When her 
fellow. countryman, John McNeil, the 
distinguished evangelist, spoke about St. 
Paul in Rome, his went out in envy of 
the soldier who was chained to Saint 
Paul—privileged to listen for two years 
to the Gospel from its best exponent 
ever.—From William Ewen, Tarfside, 
Brechin, Scotland. 


Worth More Than a Fine.—To whom 
he expounded and testified the kingdom 
of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus (Acts 28:23). A minister in 
Charleston, W. Va., was fined recently, 
according to an Associated Press report, 
for overtime parking outside’ the 
Charleston General Hospital. He was 
visiting a patient in the hospital who 
was critically ill. The report of the 
incident in the New York Timés of De- 
cember 21 gives the minister’s excuse 
to the police before whom he appeared 
as follows: “ ‘Your Honor,’ he said, ‘the 
job of saving the man’s soul took longer 
that I expected, and I’m sure his salva- 
tion is worth the price of one parking 
ticket.’” The judge tore up the parking 
ticket.—Sent by Mrs. Carl Wells, Spring- 
boro, Pa. 


Saved From Fire.—He expounded and 
testified the kingdom of God, ... And 
some believed (Acts 28:23, 24). Dr. 
Leon Tucker tells of a great street dem- 
onstration in New York City in which 
twelve thousand people marched. In the 
procession were three sight-seeing motor 
cars packed full of men, women, and 
children. In one was a judge of the 
Court of Appeals, and in the last one 
was a ragged street boy. On the sides 
of the cars it said, “These people have 
ali been saved from burning buildings 
by the New York firemen.” Then back 


.of the cars marched the men who had 


saved them, wearing their medals, while 
hundreds of thousands of people cheered 
them. Think of the eternal joy that will 
thrill the hearts of those who, following 
their Lord and disregarding the conse- 
quences, have spent their lives “pulling 
men out of the fire."—From “Every- 
Member Evangelism,” by J. E. Conant, 
D.D. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. 


Try Every Kind of Opener.—He ex- 
pounded and testified . . . persuading 
them ... preaching . . . and teaching 
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A kind friend gave me 
The 


(Acts 28:23, 31). 
a tin of sardines at Christmas. 
patent opener enclosed with it wound a 
little way and then broke off. Did I 


throw the sardines away? I did not. I 
wanted those sardines. I tried three 
other openers in vain, and _ finally 


wrenched the top off the tin with a pair 
of pincers. We did not lose one sardine, 
though several were rather mangled! 
Paul expounded; when that failed, he 
testified; when that failed, he persuaded; 
when that failed, he preached; when 
that failed, he taught. Is there a soul 
for whom you have long prayed? Pray 
on! Try persuading and explaining, and 
quoting Scripture, try to get that friend 
to church and Sunday school to hear 
preaching and teaching. But “pray with- 
out ceasing” and persevere—you'll get 
your fish!—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. Prize illustra- 
tion, 


“I Believe Father!”—Some believed 
the things which were spoken, and some 
believed not (Acts 28:24). Two children 
were playing on the hillside when they 
noticed that the hour was nearing sun- 
set, and one said wonderingly: “See 
how far the sun has gone down! A 
little while ago it was right over that 
tree, and now it is low down in the sky.” 
“Only it isn’t the sun that moves, it’s the 
earth. You know Father told us,” an- 
swered the other. The first one shook 
his head. The sun did move, for he 
had seen it, and the earth did not move, 
for he had been standing on it all the 
time. “I know what I see,” he said tri- 
umphantly. “And I believe Father,” 
said his brother. So mankind divides 
still—some accepting only what their 
senses reveal to them, the others believ- 
ing the Word of God.—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


Was It Worth It?—Preaching the king- 
dom of God, and teaching those things 
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, 
with all confidence, no man forbidding 
him (Acts 28:31). Some years ago a 
Christian man was in a plane crash and 
while rescue was awaited, he led five 
men to Christ. “Was it worth it?” he 
wrote later. “An $80,000 plane was de- 
stroyed. We suffered untold agony for 
two days and nights. Our relatives and 
friends went through great anxiety. 
Nine thousand gallons of gasoline were 
consumed in one day by searching 
planes. It would be impossible to reckon 
the cost of the experience. I would not 
go through it again for millions of dol- 
lars. But I believe I would go through 
it again if God wanted it to bring one 
more soul to Him.”—From Joseph Edwin 
Harris, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


ve 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 




















Lesson for June 24 


My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AST Sunday we left Paul at Caes- 

area giving his testiony before King 
Agrippa, and the other great people 
whom Governor Festus had invited, After 
his masterly address they agreed that Paul 
was not guilty of any wrong and should 
be set free, but having appealed to Cae- 
sar he must be sent to Rome. Acts 27 
gives a most exciting account of his long 
and dangerous voyage to Italy. 

A number of years ago sOme uncon- 
verted Scotsmen organized a “Free 
Thinker Society” to discredit the Bible. 
They agreed that if they could prove 
that there were mistakes in the Scrip- 
tures, people would stop calling the 
Bible the Word of God. These infidels 
decided that the Book of Acts would be 
a good place to find errors, because it 
gives so many details about places. One 
of their number, Sir William Ramsey, 
went to Asia Minor, Southern Europe, 
and the Mediterranean islands and there 
studied Paul’s missionary journeys, look- 
ing for misstatements. The more Sir 
William Ramsey studied the Book of 
Acts, comparing the account with the 
geography of the region, the more 
amazed he was at the accuracy of every 
detail. On his return to Scotland to 
give his report, instead of giving them 
a list of mistakes, he told the Free 
Thinkers that there was not a single 
mistake in Acts or in any of the other 
Scriptures he had studied, and that 
through his study he had been con- 
verted! Later, Sir William Ramsey wrote 
books proving that the Bible is indeed 
the inerrant Word of God. 

Paul started for Rome in charge of 
a Roman centurion named Julius, who 
put his prisoners on a coastal boat at 
Caesarea, changing a few days later to 
a big wheat ship going through to Rome. 
The captain knew that they could not 
get all the way to Rome before the win- 
ter storms set in, but he hoped to get 
well along the way and then to stop for 
the winter in some safe harbor. But 
the wind was contrary from the first 
so that the boat made very slow prog- 
ress, When they reached a place on the 
island of Crete called “The Fair Havens,” 
Paul told them that they should stay 
there for the winter and not try to go 
farther.. But the captain thought he 
knew more than one of the prisoners 
would. He had no idea what a wonder- 
ful man Paul was, for he did not know 
the living God whom Paul served. The 
centurion, Julius, thought well of Paul, 
but believed the captain of the ship 
would know best. 

The south wind blew softly as they 
started, but soon it changed to a ter- 
rific gale. The ship was driven off its 
course and night and day tossed about 
like a chip. They saw neither sun nor 
stars for many days. All they could see 
ywas the mountain-high waves which 
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threatened every minute to engulf them. 

Now read Acts 27:21-25. The ship’s 
crew had seen only the tremendous 
waves, but Paul had seen an angel of 
God. The crew had heard nothing but 
the fearful roar of the storm, but Paul 
had heard the angel’s message. The 
ship’s crew had been in such terror 
that no one had cooked a meal or eaten 
anything for many days. Now that Paul 
had received assurance from the Lord 
that the lives of all on board would be 
spared, he gave thanks to God before 
them all and began to eat, urging all on 
board to eat also. When the others saw 
his confidence in God, they took food, 
too. Paul’s prediction of danger had 
indeed come to pass, so they began to 
hope that his prediction of their sur- 
vival would also come to pass. It did. 

The ship was lost, but everyone on 
board escaped safe to land just as the 
angel had promised Paul. They landed 
on the island of Malta (Melita), where 
they had to wait till another ship stop- 
ped there, and took them to Italy three 
months later. I wish we had time to read 
Paul’s adventures on Malta, but we can- 
not this morning, for we must get him 
to Rome. After’ Paul had reached 
Puteoli on the mainland of Italy, he was 
greatly cheered that some Christians of 
Rome walked about forty miles to greet 
him halfway between Puteoli and Rome. 
When he saw them he thanked God and 
took courage. 

Read Acts 28:16 to see what happened 
to Paul when he reached Rome. God 
saw to it that Paul was allowed to live 
in his own house, a prisoner it is true, 
but free to witness for Christ in Rome. 
Read verse 23. After sending for the 
Jews of the city, Paul explained to them 
from the Scriptures how Christ was the 
fulfillment of all the Old Testament 
prophecies of the Messiah. It was a long 
meeting, for he tried from morning till 
night to convince them. Some believed, 
but others did not and went away. 
Everywhere Paul went he offered the 
Gospel to the Jews first, then when they 
rejected it, he turned to the Gentiles. 

Let us finish the Book of Acts now, 
reading from verse 24 through 31. We 
believe Philemon’s servant was saved in 
Paul’s house during those two years in 
Rome. The Book of Acts is not finished. 
It just stops. We would like to know 
what happened to Paul at the end of 
that two years. Tradition tells us that 
he was tried before Caesar and set free, 
and that he carried the Gospel to Spain 
and other places, that he was arrested 
a few years later, and martyred by the 
Emperor Nero. But tradition is not al- 
ways reliable. 

Why is it that some people speak of 
the Book of Acts as being unfinished? 
It is the story of the church witnessing 
for Christ under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit. The church was to witness 
first in Jerusalem, then spread the mes- 
sage throughout Judea and Samaria and 
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then carry it to the ends of the earth. 
The job was not finished when the Book 
of Acts was written, and it is not fin- 
ished yet. 

We who are saved belong to the one 
true Church and so it is our business 
to help carry the Gospel message to the 
uttermost part of the earth. Our les- 
sons on Acts are finished for this time, 
but I hope our witness for Christ is just 
beginning. What can we do this summer 
to help spread the Gospel? (Give some 
of the money we earn to missions.) Good. 
Anything else? (Witness for Christ to 
those we work with.) God grant we 
may do both these things. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
we 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Winning Others to Christ 
(Acts 28:11-16, 30, 31) 
HEN we have a hurricane or a 
tornado on land, what happens? 
Our hero, Paul, was in a two weeks’ 
storm at sea. What happened to him 
and the ship he was on? 

That is beginning in the middle of the 
story, isn’t it! Now let us go back and 
start over at the beginning. There are 
some questions on the blackboard: 
Where was Paul going? Why was he 
going there? Where did the trouble 
start? How many governors would not 
give him a fair trial? Tell their names. 
In Jerusalem and Caesarea whom did 
Paul tell about the Lord? 

Tom may be our map agent and move 
Paul’s figure from Jerusalem to Caes- 
area. Now as I name places on the trip 
to Rome, move Paul along. (Name the 
more important places mentioned in Acts 
27 and 28, making brief comments on 
incidents.) Did Paul still have a chance 
to give his testimony even in a storm 
on board ship, stranded on an island, in 
prison at Rome? 

Our Lord Jesus had promised His 
apostles: “Ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judza, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth” (Acts 1:8, Memory Verse). On 
pieces of heavy paper or cardboard make 
four sets of “Famous Christians in Acts,” 
similar to the game of Authors. The 
four sets may be as follows: (1) Peter, 
Ananias and Sapphira, Apollos, Timothy; 


(2) John, Philip, Mark, Lydia ; (3) 
Stephen, Aquila and Priscilla, Luke, 
Barnabas; (4) Paul, Ananias of Damas- 


cus, Silas, Cornelius. This Sunday you 
may use the cards only for review to 
establish information about each person 
and the area where he witnessed. Om 
the following Sundays the cards may be 
distributed and a game played similar 
to Authors. Vary the rules at different 
times. One variation: in calling for a 
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Rita Finds Christ 
at Camp 


“I shall never forget the days I spent 
at the Christian Youth Camp,” tessified 
Rita Delyiannidou. “That last night 
was the greatest ot all because it was the 
night I accepted Christ. We were sitting 
around the fire which kept leaping high- 
er and higher. As the flames rose, so 
did our enthusiasm and we began to sing 
hymns. Then our pastor, Rev. Argos 
Zodhiates, began to pray. At the begin- 
ning two girls confessed Christ and then 
areal miracle broke out. One atter 
another the young people were contess- 
ing the Lord. It was as though the 
windows ot Heaven were opened and 
God Himselt were standing betore us, 
bidding us to come to Him through His 
Son. Jesus Christ put His hand on my 
heart as well, and I dedicated it to Him. 
I said, ‘Lord, I give you my heart because 
I know that You can lead it best.’ ” 


This testimony could be multiplied 
over and over in the lives ot the under- 
privileged Greek children who attend 
our Macedonian Youth Camp by the sea. 
They come there pale and under- 
nourished; they leave with rosy cheeks 
and firm flesh. They come with all 
their childish sintul habits, acquired in 
the haunts ot the very poor; they leave 
with Scripture verses and Christian 
choruses on their lips instead ot careless 
oaths. And best ot all, they leave with 
Christ ia their hearts and the Word of God 
in their possession to take back to homes 
which in many instances are transrormed 
by their testimonies and changed lives. 


This year we are expanding our facili- 
ties, putting up new buildings, purchas- 
ing new equipment. But how will these 
things become a reality, and how will 
these poor children be able to attend this 
“bit ot Heaven on earth,” unless we as 
Christians open our hearts to them and 
give them a month at camp this summer? 
In America such a project would seem 
tar too costly, perhaps, but ‘in Greece it 
can be done for only $15.00. Think ot 
it—your little boy or girl (in spirit, at 
least) to be transported from the crowded, 
dirty streets and poverty-stricken homes 
of the cities to the beautitul mountainous 
region bordering the blue Aegean Sea! 
Only $1.00 will provide 20 pounds or 
nourishing U.S. Surplus tood ror these 
children. Ask the Lord what He would 
have you do. Send in your gift now. And 
it may be that Rita’s testimony will be 
echoed by some other child who has 
found salvation through Christ this sum- 
mer because you care 





Write to the American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., Dept. S, Box 423, New 
York 36, N. Y., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
General Secret (In Canada: write to 


90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) (Adv.) 
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card in the set, the person asking for 
it may give only information, such as, 
“I want the man who started on a mis- 
sionary trip and then quit,” and anyone 
in the group holding the Mark card must 
give it up. If he does not recognize it 
without the name being called, he must 
forfeit another card (any other he 
wishes) in addition to the Mark card. 

Paul. and these other men did a good 
job of witnessing in their day. But they 
cannot do it now in our city. Whom 
do you think the Lord is counting on 
now? You remember at the beginning 
of the quarter when we first learned our 
Acts 1:8 Memory Verse, we said there 
were two ways to witness: by what we 
say, and by the things we do. Ananias 
and Sapphira may now be famous Chris- 
tians, but they were not good witnesses! 
If Paul, chained to a soldier, could wit- 
ness to everybody, I guess you could tell 
somebody at school, if you asked the 
Lord for the Holy Spirit to give you 
power to do it. Were there some of 
you this past week who were not 
“ashamed of the testimony of our Lord’’? 
Tell us what happened. | 

One or more of you may receive a let- 
ter from Peter addressed to you next 
Sunday. Look for your mail at the box 
when you come in. (A cereal box with 
a side panel removed, and covered with 
brown paper, may be used for the mail- 
box. If there are children in the class 
who do not have Bibles of their own, 
Scripture portions of the Epistles to be 
studied may be given them in this way. 
However, the mailbox is intended pri- 
marily for an interest device in present- 
ing the lesson.) 


Orono, MAINE, 


For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HERE are many kinds of mission- 

aries. , The Apostle Paul, for exam- 
ple, was one kind of missionary. He was 
not a missionary at one place only. He 
went everywhere preaching the Gospel. 
As a matter of fact, he went to much 
of the world that was known in his day. 
He was especially concerned about the 
Jews who lived in those places. Faith- 
fully he preached to them about the 
dear Son of God, the Saviour sent from 
Heaven. The Lord Jesus, he explained 
to them, was the one for whom they had 
been looking for hundreds and hundreds 
of years. Over and over again he 
preached to the Jews telling them that 
Christ Jesus had not only died as the 
Lamb of God, the sacrifice for sin, but 
that He rose from the dead and is alive 
forevermore. Some to whom he preached 
believed his message and received the 
Lord Jesus. Many did not. And those 
who did not believe, came to hate Paul. 
(That was—and is—not unusual. You 
remember how Paul himself had once 
hated and punished believers.) 
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It never mattered to Paul, however, 
when people hated him. He kept right 
on preaching. He kept right on going 
from place to place. One of the great 
cities which he wanted to visit was the 
city of Rome. Oh, how he longed to go 
there! But Rome was a long, long way 
from Jerusalem (about 1,800 miles or 
more). And there were no airplanes, no 
steamships, in those days. It would not 
be an easy or inexpensive trip for Paul 
te make. No, indeed. But Paul wanted 
the Romans to hear about the Saviour. 
So he longed to go. 

He did not go as you would suppose, 
however. You remember that he had 
been a prisoner when he had the audi- 
ence with King Agrippa (about which 
we studied last week). King Agrippa 
had listened to him. He was almost per- 
suaded, he himself said, to become a 
Christian. He could not find any real 
reason to keep Paulasaprisoner, (Actu- 
ally, there was no reason for Paul’s be- 
ing a prisoner. It was simply because 
he preached the Gospel that he had been 
thrown into prison.) Agrippa decided 
that Paul should be sent to the ruler of 
the land who lived in Rome. How 
pleased Paul was! Rome was the one 
place in which he longed with all his 
heart to preach. And to Rome he went 
—as a prisoner. 

Instead of his being put into the com- ° 
mon jail at Rome, he was allowed to 
live in a house—with a guard, of course. 
There he wrote letters to various 
churches. There he preached to the men 
who guarded him and to the people who 
came to his prison house to hear him. 
It is interesting that in the letters Paul 
wrote, he never mentioned the wonders 
of the great city of Rome. He saw it only 
as a city which needed God and which 
needed His Son, the dear Lord Jesus. 
It was a sinful city. And for two whole 
years Paul preached to the people there. 
And no one forbade him to do so (Acts 
28:31). 

The Apostle Paul was a wonderfully 
fine missionary. Mr. Hall was also a 
good missionary. He was a different 
kind of missionary. He went to the land 
of Africa to a people whom he did not 
know (as Paul knew the Jews). He had 
to learn their language. He had to 
learn their manner of life. When he first 
went to Africa, he went to the cannibal 
people—people who had never before 
seen a white man, people who were ac- 
customed to eating human flesh. To 
them he preached, after he had learned 
their language. And many, many hun- 
dreds of them received the Lord Jesus. 
Mr. Hall was a missionary, but different 
from the Apostle Paul. 

Sally is also a missionary. Sally is 
about your age. She attends a Good 
News Club in Pennsylvania once each 
week where she learns about the Lord 
Jesus Christ. One day she received Him 
ag her Saviour. She had realized for 

e first time how sinful she really was, 
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and how great was her need of a Saviour. 
How happy she was after she was born 
again into the family of God! She 
wanted everyone to know about it. She 
certainly could not go to a foreign land 
like the Apostle Paul did—like Mr. Hall 
did. But she became a missionary none- 
theless, For, you see, the very first per- 
son she “preached” to was her mother. 
Not only did she preach, but she lived as 
a Christian should. And her mother 
could not help but see the difference. 

It did not happen right away, but be- 
fore too long, Sally’s mother also re- 
ceived the Lord Jesus. Then, because 
Sally’s mother wanted God’s Word 
taught for grownups in her home every 
week, Sally’s aunt heard the Gospel. 
Now Sally’s aunt has received the Lord 
Jesus! Sally is just as surely a mission- 
ary as was the Apostle Paul. Are you? 

LANCASTER, PA, 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are page on 473) 

1. Three: one from Caesarea to Myra, 
one from Myra to Malta, one from Malta 
to Italy. 

2. Malta (called Melita). 

3. None. 

4. He was treated with respect and 
kindness, 

5. Syracuse and Rhegium were the 
ports of call; Puteoli the port of debarka- 
tion. 

6. A group of Christians came from 
Rome to meet him and escort him. 

7. The first group met him at Appii 
Forum, forty-three miles south of Rome. 
The second group met him at The Three 
Taverns, thirty-three miles from Rome. 

8. He was allowed to live in his own 
hired house, but chained by the wrist 
to a guard. 

9. He first got in touch with the Jews, 
and gave them the testimony of the Gos- 
pel, 

10. It closes with Paul’s sustaining an 
unhindered ministry to all who came to 
him. 

ELMuurRsT, ILL, 

He 


Teacher Training 
(Continued from page 470) 


the sublime fulfillment in the Nazarene, 
the humble highway conference; the 
lowly, friendly meal; the burning, the 
vision, the vanishing. Con it all. Make 
your soul familiar with your Master’s 
Scriptures, His sorrows, His glory, His 
eagerness after men, His neighborly 
wayside ways, His greetings, His bless- 
ings, His guestly grace, His perfect 
brotherliness. He was ideally a friend, 


He knew how to teach. 
5. Teaching hints. 
(a) Breadth. Will you note the sweep 
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of your Master’s thought? Here were 
two humble men. He woke familiar 
strains. But to give them joy He trav- 
ersed immeasurable realms. Get com- 
pass, ‘ 

(b) Experience. Every word of Christ 
was warm from His own life. This life 
was inextricably woven into theirs. That 
interwoven life, for a little sundered 
and eclipsed, He now displays in unity 
and light. 

(c) Friendliness, Study the easy en- 
trance of this supernal life into humble 
paths. What is the nature of a richly 
furnished teacher’s approach to a meager 
pupil’s life? Is it condescension? What 
is condescension? What is friendliness? 


ve 


When Books Were Requested 


(Continued from second page) 


thirty-nine ministers, missionaries, etc., 
both in the States and abroad. The 
requests included the British Isles, 
India, Africa, Holland, South America, 
the Philippines, Burma, Formosa, etc. 
One fellow in Boston offered to come 
down and go over what I had. Then 
we began to send our material to 
these folks who needed it. Right in 
the middle of it along came hurricane 
Diane and flooded our basement. The 
material was on the floor and very 
heavy. The water got in before we 
could get to it. However, within 
twelve hours the water receded. We 
immediately separated the wet from 
the dry and salvaged most of what we 
had on the floor, 

In our efforts to accommodate all 
these people who have expressed a 
desire for the material I decided to 
go back over the letters originally re- 
ceived to see what additional matter 
was available for this purpose. Thus 
I have written to some thirty-six peo- 
ple asking if they still had such mate- 
rial available to send. In these letters 
I asked them to drop me a line stat- 
ing what they had so I could suggest 
where they could send such material 
to best advantage. Incidentally, I of 
course acknowledged every letter and 
every parcel received. 

I still have a quantity of papers in 
the basement which I am sorting in 
date order to send where it can be 
used. This will tie in with the an- 
swers I received from the last letters 
so that there will be little duplication, 
and we will get the best spread pos- 
sible. 

You can see that what started out 
to be the supplying of “some” used 
Christian literature to our friends in 
Thailand has become quite a project. 
It is not without its rewards, however. 
There follows a letter from the Mor- 
rises. which, I am sure, will delight 
your heart: 

“August 10, 1955. 
“Dear Archie: 

“I know Glenn has told you already 
how very grateful we are for all the 
books. You started a fine thing and now 
we have an excellent Seminary English 
library of about five hundred-or more 
books (we had only fifty!). I wish 
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n GOSPEL of JOHN 


Now 

the 32nd Million! 
Popular “Little Red Gospef of 
John" with expository headings 
and underscoring. Ideal for per- 
sonal work and distribution 
Printed on good paper, red bris- 
tol cover. 34x 5% in. Spanish 
edition also. 100 copies $4.50. 
820 N. LaSalle 
Chicago 10, i. 


FREE 


124-page book filled with warm, friendly, touching 
incidents in the lives of a Christ-centered family 
of ten. 

FREE with one-year order for THE CHRISTIAN 

PARENT or MY CHUM magazines. 

$3 each per year. 

THE CHRISTIAN PARENT—helps with home prob- 
lems—has effective children’s devotions. 


MY CHUM—contains Christian comics, stories, 
games, puzzles—plus the way of salvation. 


The Christian Education Co. 
Box SS Highland, Illinois 
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MORE INCOME For You! 
MORE BIBLES For All! 


That’s What American Bible 
Society Annuities Mean 


There is great need for the Scriptures 
everywhere—in Asia, Africa, South Amer- 
ica and here at home. 

By purchasing an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement, you help spread the 
Word. At the same time you receive a 
regular, generous, partially tax-exempt, 
guaranteed income. 

Learn how this 
remarkable Chris- que ouar-ruerost 
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a very advantageous } covmerey 
Life Plan for you! 
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Send Coupon Today! 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your 
booklet SSA-66 entitled ““A Gift That Lives.” 
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you could see it. Excellent commen- 
taries and reference books, books of 
sermons and devotional books, biog- 
raphy of fine men, books on prayer, 


soul-winning, stewardship, many, 
many Bible study helps. Just ex- 
actly the things we needed. Much, 


much help will be gained from them. 
Besides the books much other useful 
material came, Extra sets of SUNDAY 
ScuHoot Trmes have been given our 
preachers and workers who can read 
English well and will enjoy them, 
tracts and Gospels in English were 
given to our evangelistic workers and 
mission chapels (where often people 
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come who will read an En®lish tract 
but not one in Thai—thus learning the 
Gospel) to distribute; .many of our 
mature Christian people read English 
well and have greatly enjoyed copies 
of ‘Open Windows,’ ‘The Upper Room,’ 
and other devotional magazines. Other 
magazines and papers have been put 
in our church libraries. Children’s 
lessons and pictures have been enjoyed 
by our missionary kids as well as the 
Chinese and Thai children. So it all 
found a place of service. 

“It has been a blessing to us, and 
I’m sure a blessing to those who gave! 
Besides giving us loved books, they 
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spent much money on postage to send 
them here, and their gifts and concern 
and effort are much appreciated by all 
of us here. Many have written to us 
and encouraged us and assured us of 
their prayers and for the new friends 
thus made we are humbly grateful. 
‘So many dear old folks have sent 
along used books, that have blessed 
their lives. We can tell they are loved 
books and they will be treasured here 
and continue to bless young Thai men 
and women, new in the ministry. One 
dear old man of ninety-two sent his 
prized books and has enriched our 
own lives with long fascinating letters 
of his own life of service. Our library 
now boasts some rare volumes—Tar- 
bell’s ‘Teachers’ Guide’ dated back to 
1905 and one for the year 1875. There’s 
one little volume of devotional and 
salvation messages printed’ in English 
in 1845. These all have‘ the marvelous 
messages of God's love, old but ever 
new and fresh. Beside them on the 
shelf are the newest, most recent 
books, Billy Graham’s ‘Peace With 
God,’ excellent commentaries, etc. 
I've done the cataloguing and arrang- 
ing and just had to send you this extra 
word of thanks. God bless you for 
your help and the hours of work you 
have put into this project. And God 
bless each of the others who gave. 
“Sincerely in His service, 
“Polly Morris.” 
And she could rightly have said 
(which I shall say), God bless THE 
SunpbAy Scuoo. Times and its staff for 
helping to make all of this possible. 
You can see a small part of the results 
of your .assistance. And the end is 
not yet. This printed matter will con- 
tinue to educate, enlighten, and bless 
as long as it is readable; and will con- 
tinue even longer than that through 
the lives of those blessed by their use. 
Then there are those whom we are 
now supplying with material. 
Believing that this unusual letter 
would be of interest to Sunpay SCHOOL 
Times readers, the Editor asked the 
writer for permission to use it. He 
gladly gave it and added the following 
request: 


Some readers might think of sending 
more material. If they have any, I'd 
rather hear from them as to what they 
have, then I could suggesp where they 
might send it. 

The original request was for old books, 


commentaries, and the like, and back 


issues of THE SunpDAY ScHooL TIMEs and 
Communi- 


Goodrich Road, 











On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn toe these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance te you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not | 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 









































Lesson for June 24 


Children 1 at Home 
Satan Loses His Legs 


By the late Mabel C. Stewart 


NAYAT MASIH squatted patiently 

on- the ground outside the mission- 
ary’s tent. He knew the missionary and 
her helpers would soon be coming over 
to his village, which was only just 
across the sugar cane field, but he could 
not wait. He wanted to see the mission- 
ary now. 

Yesterday Inayat had listened and 
looked as the missionary had used a 
flannelgraph to help her tell more 
plainly the story of Jesus and His temp- 
tation by Satan. Every day since she 
and her helpers had been camping near 
Inayat’s village, they had gathered the 
Christians together and taught them 
Bible stories with the use of the flan- 
nelgraph. 

So here Inayat squatted on his heels 
and waited in the sunshine. Other small 
boys from the village had joined him. 
The sun felt good on their backs, for 
it was wintertime, in Pakistan, and cold, 
unless one could be in the sun, Some- 
thing else helped Inayat keep warm, too 
—a new shirt, which he pulled down 
over his knets now, looking at it proudly 
and gratefully. The shirt said “Mark- 
ley’s Feeds” in big red letters right 
down the back, but that mdde it all the 
more beautiful in Inayat’s eyes. 

Nur Din,- a Mohammedan boy, 
looked at the shirt a little enviously. 
He shivered in his own well-worn one. 

“Where did you get that shirt?” he 
asked. 

“The missionary gave the cloth to my 
mother-«it was a big bag—and she made 
it for me,” answered Inayat, 

“Does the white woman give bags 
away to everyone?” asked Nur Din. 

“If she has any, she will give them 
to those who need them. Christians 
from her country sent them to her, she 
said, and they give them because our 
Lord Jesus said, ‘Clothe the naked.’” 

Just now the missionary came out of 
the tent. 

“I thought I heard some boys talk- 
ing,” she said. “Salaam to you all.” 

Inayat stood up. “I have a request,” 
he said. 

“Yes? What is it you want?” 

“Those pictures you show to us—you 
told us that it is Satan who tells us to 
do bad things, like telling lies, and steal. 
ing.” 

“What’s wrong with telling lies, if you 
don’t get found out?” interrupted Nur 
Din. 

“Hush!” Inayat reproved him. “We 
Christians know it is wrong, because 
the Bible tells us so.” 

“Yes, Nur Din,” said the missionary. 
“God’s Word, which we call the Bible, 
commands us, ‘Lie not-one to another.’ 
God knows what we have done, even 
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if no one else knows. 
about the pictures?” 

“I want to know,” said Inayat, “do you 
have a picture of Satan?” 

“A picture of Satan?” repeated the 
missionary in surprise. “Why, yes, I be- 
lieve I do have a picture of Satan some- 
where. Why?” 

“If you please, I’d like to look at it,” 
replied Inayat. 

“Well, I'll look through my flannel- 
graph pictures. I think I can find one 
of Satan,” said the missionary. 

She went into the tent, but soon came 
out again. Sure enough, a picture of 
Satan was in her hand, 

“Here is one, Inayat,” she said. “It is 
very ugly, because Satan is very ugly in 
the things he does.” 

Inayat looked and looked at the pic- 
ture. Finally he asked, “May I take this 
picture home?” 

“Do you really want it? Wouldn’t you 
rather have a prettier picture?” 

“No, this is the one I want, a picture 
of Satan,” insisted Inayat. “I'll bring 
it back tomorrow.” 

“Very well, take it,” said the mission- 
ary. “But it’s so ugly.” 

“Yes,” agreed Inayat, “because Satan 
is ugly.” 

Off ran Inayat to his village, leaving 
the missionary to wonder what was go- 
ing on in the mind of this small boy. 

Next morning, back came Inayat to 
the missionary’s tent. Nur Din, the Mo- 
hammedan boy, came also. 

“Miss Sahiba Ji!” Inayat called, “I have 
come back.” 


But, Inayat, what 
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When the missionary came out of her 
tent Inayat held out Satan's picture. “I 
have brought it back,” he said. 

“But, Inayat,” the missionary asked, 
“what has happened to it? Satan’s feet 
are torn off.” 

“Yes, I know. I tore them off,” con- 
fessed Inayat. 

“But why?” 

Inayat looked up very earnestly into 
the missionary’s face. “It was this way,” 
he explained. “I wanted some candy 
from the bazaar—that good, sticky kind, 
you know. But I had no money.” 

“Yes?” 

Inayat went on. “And I knew where 
my father and mother put the money 
for safekeeping. And Satan said to me, 
‘Take it; take a rupee.’ Because you 
said, Miss Sahiba, that Satan is the one 
who tells us to steal.” 
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HARKNESS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN- 
PLAYING For those who can 
already play. EIGHTY Music. 
ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects — in- 
cluding TEN practical Accompani- 
ment Methods in Chords, Octaves, 
Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 


2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING A course for 
those who cannot play but wish to learn to play 
hymns and Gospel songs. FIFTY Musically -illustrat- 
ed lessons. Original HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. 

Over ten Thousand Students 


Send for FREE details. Indicate course desired 


ROBERT HARKNESS “Pasadena Catir: 
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with us. . 


money.” 









“In 1916 my wife and 
I opened the doors of our home to helpless, home- 
less ones who came our way, inviting them to share 
.. We were called of the Lord to open the 
Home of Onesiphorus to be a Gospel “lighthouse” 
where those in need might come for help. 
began with five orphan boys and with $2.00 Chinese 
(Quoted from Founder’s letter.) 





Through the years the 
Home of Onesiphorus 
continued its ministry to 
unfortunate children, now 
in Beirut, Lebanon — 
Ramallah, Jordan—Hong 
Kong. Representing the 
work is our color-sound 
motion film, “God's Other 
Children,” available on 
offering basis. Write for 
information — 
HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 
3939 N. Hamlin Ave 
Chicago 18, Ill, Dept. 15 
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Frail Human Cargo 


JUST ARRIVED IN ISRAEL—young lives, far 
more easily shattered than the box marked “very 


fragile.” 


Who will help them, and others like them, when 


help is most needed? 


Who will handle them with the love that every 


child needs? 


Who will see that they get what every child should 
have—food, clothes, shelter, school—and even more 


—yes, MOST ESSENTIAL OF ALL... 


They need to'be brought up in the love of God—in 
the nurture and admonition of the LORD. 


For information write HEADQUARTERS 








AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


252 N. Dillon Street 


Dept. ST 


Los Angeles 26, California 
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“Yes, that’s true.” 

“Well, I listened to Satan. And I took 
the money to get some jalabis, that good 
sticky candy.” 

“Did your father and mother find out?” 
asked Nur Din. 

“No, when they asked about it I said 
I didn’t know.” 

“Fine!” said Nur Din. 

“No, it was bad,” answered Inayat. 
“Satan told me to lie, too.” 

“Yes, that was Satan,” agreed the mis- 
sionary. 

“I took the money,” Inayat went on, 
“and Satan chased me right down to the 
bazaar to get the jalabis. But afterward 
I was sorry. So I took the picture you 
gave me, and tore Satan’s legs right off, 
so he can’t chase me to the bazaar any 
more.” 

“But, Inayat,” protested the mission- 
ary. “This isn’t really Satan; it is only 
a picture of him. I’m afraid he can still 
‘chase’ you. There’s a better way. When 
Satan says, ‘Do this; do that,’ you can 
say, ‘Go away, Satan. I don’t have to 
listen to you, for Jesus is with me. 
Jesus said, “I’ll never leave you.”’ Jesus 
is much stronger than Satan. Remem- 
ber that, Inayat. You don’t have to be 
afraid of Satan when Jesus is with you.” 

Inayat was quiet for a little while. 
Finally he said, “Yes, that is a better 
way. I’ll keep remembering that Jesus 
is right beside me.” 


ve 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Adventures With the Krus in West: Af- 
rica. By the Rev. Walter B. Williams and 
Maude Wigfield Williams. (Vantage 
Press, Inc.. New York 1; $2.95.) Few 
tales of missionary adventure can match 
this thrilling story of the work of a lone 
couple in a mosi difficult African field. 
Mr. and Mrs, Williams found the Kru 
Coast of the Republic of Liberia in con- 
trol of devil-doctors, and tightly closed 
against any attempt to change their life 
and customs. The people, largely de- 
scendants of ex-slaves from English- 
speaking countries, talked in quaint 
English of their own making, so there 
was no language barrier. This enabled 
the missionaries to enter at once into 
the work of teaching and evangelizing. 
The first white American pioneer in that 
dark land was Mary L. Allen, a brave 
and devoted servant of Christ, whose 
story is told briefly. But from the hour 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams left the steamer 
to enter Nana Kru, their experiences 
make a veritable epic of adventure and 
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courage, rich in inimitable humor, as 
difficulties are encountered and glori- 
ously overcome. There are marvelous 
victories of faith and answers to prayer, 
It is an illuminating picture of true mis- 
sionary life, glorifying to God and 
strengthening to faith, 


Guilt-Edged Insecurity. By Reginald 
Morrish; Colour-Blind. By Doreen, Sav- 
ery; Tabitha. By J. S. Woodhouse; 
Ian’s Inheritance. By Terence Hulme, 
(Victory Press, Clapham Crescent, Lon- 
don, S.W. 4; 2/10 each, paper.) Four 
Christian novels for young people in 
the Heather Books Series featured 
by this publisher. The first is writ- 
ten by a retired chief inspector of 
the London Metropolitan Police Force 
and points out the dangers and evils 
of racing and other forms of gambling. 
The second tells of a young girl's first 
visit to Switzerland, a visit that was 
marred by a stranger’s passing remark 
that she was “colour-blind.” How she 
later realized her true blindness, and 
then found the Light of the world makes 
a fascinating story. The third book tells 
of a girl that liked to do as she pleased, 
and did not take life very seriously un- 
til she had to. The fourth is about a 
young man from a wealthy family, who, 
as he approached his twenty-first birth- 
day and partnership in the family gold 
mine, found that his inheritance held 
difficulties and unhappiness because the 
gold was tainted. But he found a far 
richer inheritance in Christ and in His 
will for his life. 


Jumbo-Ettes Series. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; 25 cents each, paper.) A 
new series of adventure story booklets 
for boys and girls has been inaugurated 
by Moody Press. Each has thirty-two 
pages and a full-colar, paper cover and 
carries a strong Christian testimony. 
They are suitable for Sunday school 
class awards or gifts. The following 
titles are now available: 

1, Mickey Turner, Ranger’s Son. By Ber- 
nard Palmer. A Christian boys’ camp, a ghost 
mine, a forest fire, and a rattlesnake bite 
make a thrilling tale. 

2. Mickey Turner, Trapped on Sugar Loaf 
Mountain, By Bernard Palmer. The daring 
rescue of two foolish youths who tried to 
climb a dangerous mountain is the setting 
for this story. 

3. Mickey Turner and the Phantom Dog. By 
Bernard Palmer. The vindication of a dog 
suspected of being a sheep and deer killer, 
and the finding of the real culprit. 

4. Mickey Turner, and the Fire Detectives. 
By Bernard Palmer. Sleuthing that uncovers 
the real firebug who had started several dan- 
gerous forest fires. 

5. Off to. Sea, and Other True Stories. By 
Bess Olson. Seven short stories of boys who 
were greatly used by -God—John Newton, 
George Whitefield, Nicholas Zinzendorf, Rob- 
ert Raikes, John Bunyan, George Mueller, and 
John Hyde. 

6. The Lady With the Lamp and Other 
True stories. By Bess Olson. Six short stories 
of girls who became consecrated Christian 
women—Florence Nightingale, Rosalind Go- 
forth, Grace Livingston Hill, Mary Slessor, 
Selina (Lady) Huntingdon, and Jemima 
(Thompson) Luke. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 24 


3. A Christian Is Dependable 
(1 Cor. 15:58; Eph. 4:14, 15; Rev. 2:10b) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


IEERHAPS no one quality will advance 

a young person more quickly and 
surely in the business world than that 
of dependability. He may have a bril- 
liant mind, personality, alertness, and 
discernment, but if he is not dependable, 
few employers will wish to bother with 
him. On the other hand, if he can be 
relied upon to do what he has said he 
would do, or, having exhausted every 
effort to fulfill his promise, will come to 
his employer and tell him of his in- 
ability to fulfill his obligation, an em- 
ployer will overlook many other limi- 
tations in the satisfaction of having an 
employee who can absolutely be de- 
pended upon. 

ve 


Dependability in the Christian life is 
no less a prime virtue, and we cannot 


sexcuse ourselves by quoting, “If we be- 


lieve not [are unfaithful], yet he abideth 
faithful.” God’s faithfulness is a blessed 
and comforting fact, as we look back 
upon our own faithlessness, but we must 
not use it as an excuse for any flabbiness 
in our own Christian character. 


bd 


Three areas of dependability, or faith- 
fulness, are covered by the three Scrip- 
ture portions chosen for this week’s 
topic. The first from 1 Corinthians 15:58 
points to faithfulness in Christian work. 
Would it make any difference in your 
church, or in your young people’s soci- 
ety, if every sincere follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in these organizations 
put as much enthusiasm and hard work 
and earnest effort in soul winning, visi- 
tation, preparation of the Sunday school 
lesson and preparation of the young peo- 
ple’s topic, and faithful attendance at 
the services as they display in social 
activities? The Christian has, or should 
have, a great incentive for faithfulness 
in the work of the Lord, We should 
abound in it because we, of all people, 
should know that the resurrection and 
the ultimate victory over sin and death 
through the Lord Jesus Christ is our as- 
surance that this life does not end all, 
and that whatever we do or suffer for 
our Lord will be rewarded abundantly 
in the life to come, 

ve 
In Ephesians 4, verses 14 and 15, the 


area of dependability of the Christian is 
seen to be that of doctrine, or belief, or 
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conviction. We are not to be like care- 
less children, drifting about at the mercy 
of every teaching that we hear. God has 
given us the Scriptures that we may be 
rooted and grounded in the Christian 
faith. _He has given us intelligent minds 
and the indwelling Holy Spirit who is 
able to guide us into all truth (John 
16:13), if we will take time to read the 
Scriptures and will display a willing- 
ness to be taught by the Holy Spirit. 
He expects us to be stable and to be 
able to give a reason for the faith that 
is in us, to ourselvés as well as to others 
(1 Pet. 3:15). He expects us, like the 
Bereans of old, to search the Scriptures 


daily to see whether those things we 


hear taught are so (Acts 17:11). He 
expects us to be alert to detect decep- 
tions and deceivers, and to grow up in 
the Christian life unto the full stature 
of a man in Christ, who is our Head. 
bd 

Finally, God expects of us depend- 
ability or faithfulness in enduring diffi- 
culties and persecution and tribulation, 
for His sake. Few ofAis may ever be 
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called upon to die a‘physical death for 
the sake of our faith. But He does ask 
each of us to die to self, to the self life, 
so that sin may not have dominion over 
us (Rom. 6). That death in some ways 
may be just as painful as physical death. 
It may cost us friends or relatives. It 
may bring us into places of ridicule or 
misunderstanding. But, are we to be 
faithful and dependable only when skies 
are bright and everything is lovely? God 
is looking for those who will be faith- 
ful to Him no matter what may be the 
cost, who will let Him demonstrate in 
them what He can and will do for those 
who will trust Him implicitly. Are you 
willing to be faithful and dependable 
in this way? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 18 to 24 
Mon.—Acts 27:21-29, 
Anchors From the Stern. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They cast four 
anchors out of the stern, and wished for 
the day.” God’s will for us is always 
perfectly practical. And He calls upon 
us to use every right thing for success 
in life and service. We must do and 
perform duties that ought to be done in 
life’s situations. This is definitely the 
will of God. It is not enough just to 
pray; we must work toward the answer 
to our prayers. I remember once giving 
Mr. Moody Philippians 4:19 as my as- 
surance of support while seeking an ed- 
ucation. He replied, “That won’t take 
you very far.” But when I said I was 
willing to work, he replied, “That’s the 
right combination.” Pray, but perform 
your duty.’ Pray for Iceland. 


Tues.—Acts 28:20-31. 
The Church in the House. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “There came 
many to him into his lodging; to whom 
he expounded and testified the kingdom 
of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and 
out of the prophets, from morning till 
evening.” Most of our big churches 
were once little churches in a home. 
Every place where prayer is wont to be 
made is hallowed. If more people fol- 
lowed Paul’s example we would have 
more live Gospel churches. “Look on 
the fields; for they are white already 
to harvest” (John 4:35). Pray for home 
missions. 


Wed.—Isaiah 6:9-12. 


Hearing Without Understanding. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “Go, and tell this 
people, Hear ye indeed, but understand 
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not.” Many in our churches are “ever 
learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” And many who 
are spiritually deaf hear not understand- 
ingly the truth preached to them. One 
of London’s great preachers, who had 
turned many to righteousness, tells of 
a head-nodding woman who seemed 
deeply taking in truth preached, who, 
when dying, pleaded with him to tell 
her what to do to be saved. She had 
heard hundreds of sermons, but had 
never understood the plan of salvation. 
Pray for the dull hearers in your com- 
munity. 





CHRISTIAN TEACHERS 
WANTED FOR SCHOOL 


Offset pressman with all-around experience, able to 
teach small presses, camera, and platemaking in Mis- 
sionary Printing School, Chicago. _-Woman 

with ability to teach IBM electric typewriter, Varityper, 
and copy preparation. Opportunity to serve the Lord, 
Write Missionary Printing School, 411 S. Wells Street, 
Chicago 7, Ill. Please include photo, state experience. 


FUNDAMENTAL MINISTER 
desires pastorate. Seminary degrees. Full-time pre- 
ferred. Write Adv. No. 740, Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 











GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY 


for preachers or laymen. $100 per week, and 
more, is being earned by many preachers and their 
wives in spare time. (Names furnished upon re- 
quest.) Nota peddling job, but an executive op- 
portunity. Write Box 1116, Grenada, ppl. 














VALENTINE DAY 
EASTER 
FOURTH OF JULY 


THANKSGIVING 
CHRISTMAS 
NEW YEARS 


SEND 25¢ FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


° ° ” 
“Conversation for Christ 


the club’s 4th Goal (and the desire 
of Christians) is illustrated by the 
book: ESCAPE! 32 true reports. 
$2.00 each—3 for $5.00. 
Miracle Book Club, Inc. 
50 Avery Drive, N. E. 
Atlanta 9, Ga. 
Our monthly: THe Conqueror! 
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~ Chart and Comments on the 
BOOK OF DANIEL 


( 
$ 

f 

Q Suitable for private or class study. 
¢ anywhere postpaid 75 cents each. 
> 
2 

] 
4 





( 

( 

Mailed 

; Special | 
price in quantity lots. 

M. S. STOLTZFUS , 

BOX 287 ( 

GAP, PENNSYLVANIA ( 














PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 
¥ AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


0. 
J.P REDINGTON & C ww 





DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, P. 
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RETIRED RAILROAD MAN PUTS HIS 
LIFE’S SAVINGS INTO MOODY ANNUITIES! 


“I just can’t praise the Lord 

enough that all of my life’s 
savings are invested in 

Moody Bible Institute 


Annuities!” 








“RAILROADING 
IS A GREAT 
BUSINESS...“ 


says Mr. M. of Missouri, “‘but it doesn’t 
begin to compare with the greatest 
business in the world—that of winning lost 
souls for Christ.” As a telegrapher and 
station agent, Mr. M. tapped out all kinds 
of messages, but he says that none were 
as important or urgent as the spreading of 
the GOSPEL message .. for which 

he has invested his life’s savings! 


There Are Two Good Reasons for 
His Satisfaction with Moody Annuities... 


1. Generous Income ... He knows that he is assured of a generous, un- 
changing income as long as he lives. His savings are secure, 
because they are backed by all the resources of Moody 
Bible Institute. 


2. Peace of Mind... He knows that his savings are doing business for 
God now, and will continue to work through the Institute 
and its many soul-winning ministries—long after he has 

gone to be with the Lord. 





DS igdh | MAIL COUPON TODAY 


\ WRITE: Carl J. Frizen, Department of Stewardship 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE Ban. SEpare 
820 N. LaSalle Street ¢ Chicago 10, Illinois 
FREE BOOKLET (0 Please send me DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, the story of the Moody Annuity 
Plan. 


The interesting booklet, 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, gives 00 Please send folder, You Can Take It With You, relating to 
complete information, stewardship and wills. 

including rate return, 
tax savings and details 
concerning special types 
of annuity agreements. 
Send for your FREE Address 
copy—there is no obli- 

gation. 


Name Age 








City. Zone___State 
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Thurs.—Colossians 1:9-19. 
. Christ Pre-eminent. 


PRAYER SvucGcesTions: “That in all 
things he might have the preeminence.” 
God manifest in flesh is pre-eminently 
above all others who are His workman- 
ship. He who is from above is above 
all. He not only has a more excellent 
name than angels but one that is above 
every name, and at whose name every 
knee shall bow, and before whom every 
tongue shall confess that He is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Do you 
give Christ His place as “the first” and 
“the last’? “Before Him let all angels 
fall, and creatures worship one and all.” 
Pray for Greenland. 


Fri.—Ephesians 1:15-23. 
Head of the Church. 


PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “The head over 
all things to the church, which is his 
body, the fulness of him that filleth all 
in all.” Christ is “the head of the 
body, the church: who is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead; that in all 
things he might have the preeminence” 
(Col. 1:18). The recognition and observ- 
ance of this headship of our Lord, in the 
church, is far too slight in our time. 
But let all who confess Him as Lord be 
careful to do His will from the heart. 
“Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it” 
(John 2:5). Pray for Norway. 


Sat.—Matthew 21:42-46. 
The Chief Cornerstone. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The stone which 
the builders rejected, the same is be- 
come the head of the corner.” Is Christ 
of fundamental and supreme importance 
in your life? Is Christ to you just an 
assist or the one chief asset in your life? 
Many want Christ’s help, but do not 
want Him as Lord. They want only 
His comfort and not His control. They 
give Him some reverence but not the 
pre-eminence. Christ will never be the 
Saviour of anyone who will not have 
Him also as Lord. He came not only 
to bleed but also to lead. Pray for the 
Netherlands. 


Sun.—1 Corinthians 12:18-31. 
Unity of the Church. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Now ye are 
the body of Christ, and members in 
particular.” Christian believers are 
members of the body of Christ, and as 
such they have a definite love-serv- 
ice to render to Christ. This work 
consists of duties to “the body,” and 
to the world needing the Gospel. 
When the people of God use the spir- 
itual gifts given them by the Spirit 
for the edification of fellow believers 
and for winning sinners to Christ, 
they take the course which tends to 
promote and maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bonds of peace. Joy, 
peace, and prosperity will be evident 
in the church as these services are 
controlled by love. Pray for all saints. 
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